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Kansas City Chiefs head coach Andy Reid receives the Vince Lombardi Trophy after his team defeated the San Francisco 49ers in Super Bowl LIV in Miami Gardens, Fla., on Sunday. 


Army hikes bonuses for 1st time in decades to stem pilot exodus 


By Slobodan Lekic 
Stars and Stripes 

The Army will pay up to $1,000 per month 
in aviation incentives, the first increases it 
has offered in decades, as it tries to remain 
competitive with commercial airlines 
offering higher salaries. 


The higher pay, which covers most pilots 
in the Army, the Army National Guard and 
the Army Reserve, became effective Jan. 1. 

“This increase in (incentive pay), the 
first for Army pilots in over 20 years ... is 
just one of many efforts underway to main¬ 
tain aviation readiness and ensure support 
to the joint force,” M^. Gen. David J. Fran¬ 


cis, head of the U.S. Army Aviation Center 
of Excellence, said in a statement Friday. 

Pilots with two years of Army service 
would receive $125 per month and those 
with more than 10 years of service would 
get $1,000 monthly under the new bonus 
plan, the Army statement said. 

The monthly incentive rates hadn’t 


increased since 1999, when they repre¬ 
sented almost 25% of base pay. Last year, 
incentive pay was equal to about 11% of 
base salary, the service statement said. 

The Army also offers targeted retention 
bonuses to midcareer and senior pilots. 
SEE BONUSES ON PAGE 5 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Firms seek to turn cow manure into natural gas 


Associated Press 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 

— Harmful emissions from the 
agriculture sector are increas¬ 
ingly scrutinized as the climate 
changes. Now, energy companies 
want to help dairy farmers re¬ 
duce emissions. 

Virginia-based Dominion En¬ 
ergy and Vanguard Renewables 
Ag of Massachusetts have an¬ 
nounced a $200 million partner¬ 
ship to convert methane from 
cow manure into renewable natu¬ 
ral gas. 


The money will fund projects at 
dairy farms in New Mexico, Colo¬ 
rado, Utah, Nevada and Georgia. 

“This is a huge win for the envi¬ 
ronment, for family farms and for 
our customers,” Ryan Childress, 
director of gas partnership busi¬ 
ness development at Dominion 
Energy, told the Journal. “It’s ex¬ 
citing to cross industries to team 
up agriculture and energy.” 

Agriculture produced 11% 
of New Mexico’s greenhouse 
gas emissions in 2018, accord¬ 
ing to the state’s climate change 


task force report released in 
November. 

As manure breaks down, it pro¬ 
duces methane, a greenhouse gas 
with a greater warming potential 
than carbon dioxide. 

Instead of allowing methane to 
escape into the atmosphere, the 
companies capture the gas on the 
farms by placing manure in an¬ 
aerobic digester tanks with large 
inflatable “bladders” on top. 

Natural gas collected from 
each cluster of dairy farms could 
power 2,800 to 4,000 homes. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 4).$1.1352 

Dollar buys (Feb. 4).€0.8809 

British pound (Feb. 4).$1.34 

Japanese yen (Feb. 4).106.00 

South Korean won (Feb. 4).1,165.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3026 

Canada (Dollar).1.3239 

China (Yuan) 7 0196 

Denmark (Krone).6.7710 

Egypt (Pound).15.8312 

Euro... $1 1038/0 9060 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7660 

Hungary (Forint).305.20 

Israel (Shekel).3.4455 

Japan (Yen) 108 79 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3042 

Norway (Krone).9.2707 

Philippines (Peso).50.87 

Poland (Zloty) 3 89 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7515 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3682 

South Korea (Won).1,191.94 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9669 

Thailand (Baht).31.05 

Turkey (Lira).5.9848 

(Military exchange rates are those 
availabie to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netheriands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your iocal military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. Aii figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except forthe British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.75 

Discount rate.2.25 

Federai funds market rate.1.55 

3-month bill.1.52 

30-year bond.2.01 
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PACIFIC _ 

Air Force tightens 
curfew at Misawa 

Order cites incidents involving alcohol 



Rib House, a popular restaurant and bar near Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, has been placed 
off limits to U.S. personnel “due to illegal drug activity and other related criminal activity.” 

Marines declare popular 
restaurant off-limits 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — The Air Force 
tightened its curfew for service 
members at Misawa Air Base in 
northeast Japan after several al¬ 
cohol-related incidents, including 
drunken driving, over the past 
two months, according to an order 
issued Sunday by the commander 
of the 35th Fighter Wing. 

“In the last 60 days, there have 
been five cases of driving under 
the influence of alcohol and eight 
alcohol-related incidents involv¬ 
ing personnel assigned to Mi¬ 
sawa,” Col. Kristopher Struve 
wrote in a memorandum posted 
to a popular Air Force social 
media page. 

Struve imposed an 11 p.m. to 5 
a.m. curfew on all ranks and all 
personnel, including those at Mis¬ 
awa on temporary duty, deployed, 
leave or pass status. The curfew 
runs through March 2, according 
to the commander’s “Temporary 
Liberty Order.” 

During curfew hours, airmen 
must be either on a U.S. military 
installation, in a private resi¬ 
dence, inside a hotel room or per¬ 
forming official duties, including 
commuting between an off-base 
residence and place of duty. 


“Additionally, for all Air Force 
personnel, regardless of rank, 
the off-installation public con¬ 
sumption of alcohol is prohibited 
between the hours of 2300 and 
0500 (on all days, including holi¬ 
days),” the memo states. “Civil¬ 
ian employees and contractors 
are encouraged to comply with 
the order.” 

Public affairs officers at Misa¬ 
wa were unavailable to comment 
due to a holiday for the Super 
Bowl, a Japanese employee at the 
base said on Monday. 

Lower-ranked service mem¬ 
bers throughout Japan are al¬ 
ready subject to a 1 a.m. to 5 a.m. 
curfew that dates to October 2012, 
when restrictions were imposed 
following the rape of an Okinawan 
woman by two U.S. sailors. 

The U.S. military has a history 
of adjusting the curfew following 
incidents involving service mem¬ 
bers in Japan. 

In November 2017, for example, 
troops were placed on a midnight 
to 5 a.m. curfew and ordered not 
to consume alcohol after a fatal 
vehicle accident involving a 21- 
year-old Marine on Okinawa. 
The restrictions were lifted the 
following month. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

MARINE CORPS AIR STA¬ 
TION IWAKUNI, Japan — The 
Rib House, a popular American- 
style barbecue restaurant just 
outside MCAS Iwakuni’s main 
gate, has been declared off-limits 
following the owner’s arrest on 
drug charges. 

Phillip Christopher Azevedo, 
41, was taken into custody on 
Dec. 21 on suspicion of marijuana 
possession, according to a Fukuo¬ 
ka Prefectural Police spokesman 
who spoke to Stars and Stripes on 
Jan. 14. Japanese government of¬ 
ficials customarily speak to the 
media on condition of anonymity. 

According to a post on MCAS 
Iwakuni’s official Facebook page. 


the Rib House, at 7-23 Kuru- 
mamachi 2-Chome, was declared 
off-limits on Jan. 13 for all base 
personnel, military and civilian, 
“due to illegal drug activity and 
other related criminal activity.” 

Rib House is the only Iwakuni 
establishment that is off-limits to 
base personnel. The restaurant, 
however, which is usually open 
only on Fridays and Saturdays, 
appears to have been closed since 
Azevedo’s arrest. 

Japanese police declined to 
comment on Azevedo’s case, in¬ 
cluding how much marijuana he 
was accused of having or how 
he allegedly acquired the drug. 
It’s also unclear if he is still in 
custody. 

“Off-limits areas may be es¬ 
tablished by the MCAS Iwakuni 


Commanding Officer when there 
is substantive information that an 
establishment presents conditions 
that adversely affect the health, 
safety, welfare, morale or morals 
of SOFA status personnel,” said 
base spokesman M^. Joshua Did- 
dams in a recent email to Stars 
and Stripes. 

Americans subject to the sta¬ 
tus of forces agreement govern¬ 
ing the U.S. military and civilian 
Defense Department employees 
in Japan can face punitive ac¬ 
tion under the uniform code of 
military justice or applicable 
regulations for visiting off-limits 
businesses, according to the III 
Marine Expeditionary Force. 

bolinger.james@stripes.com 
Twitter: @boiingerJ2004 


US soldier’s body recovered after deep-wreck scuba dive 


Kouri Island, Okinawa, attracts divers who want to explore the wreckage of the USS Emmons, a Navy minesweeper that sank after being 
attacked in April 1945. A U.S. soldier, who was a diving instructor, died Sunday while on a dive with three other people. 


By Aya Ichihashi 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— The body of a U.S. soldier who 
went missing on Sunday while 
scuba diving off Okinawa was re¬ 
covered around noon on Monday, 
according to a spokesman for the 
Japan Coast Guard. 

Sgt. 1st Class Matt Morgan, 30, 
was found by coast guard divers 
at a depth of 144 feet near the USS 
Emmons, a sunken World War II 
warship and popular dive spot 
about IVi miles off Kouri Island, 
said Hikaru Yonaha of the coast 
guard in Nago. Army officials 
could not be reached on Monday. 

“It was such a tragedy, but we 
were glad to find him for his fam¬ 
ily,” he said. “He was only 90 feet 
from the USS Emmons and the 
water was very clear today.” 

Morgan, a diving instructor 
assigned to Torii Station on Oki¬ 
nawa, went on the recreational 
dive to the wreck with three oth¬ 
ers on Sunday morning, said an¬ 
other coast guard spokesman, 
Katsushi Inamine. After their 
ascent from the Emmons, Mor¬ 
gan and a Chinese diver sur¬ 
faced behind two other divers. 
Morgan and his dive buddy pre¬ 
pared to exit the water when their 
boat captain noticed Morgan 


drifting away and wondered what 
was wrong. Inamine said. Then, 
the captain told authorities, Mor¬ 
gan sank with his gear on. 

The other divers tried to chase 
Morgan in the water but “Mor¬ 
gan’s sinking speed was too fast 
to catch up,” Inamine said. 

At 9:40 a.m., the captain called 
the coast guard at Nago, which 


couldn’t find Morgan on Sunday. 

The coast guard resumed its 
search with boats and helicopters 
Monday morning. About 10 divers 
from the U.S. Air Force arrived 
to assist, Yonaha said Monday 
afternoon. 

“Japan Coast Guard divers 
were checking the site first, then 
found Morgan at 144 feet depth. 


so they pulled him out of the 
water at 12:09,” he said. 

The coast guard divers deter¬ 
mined that Morgan could not be 
resuscitated, Yonaha said. 

Morgan’s body was handed to 
Kadena Air Base officials Mon¬ 
day afternoon and was to be 
transferred to a Navy hospital 
later in the day, Yonaha said. 


Sunk on April 6, 1945, during 
World War II, the Emmons is a 
popular deep-dive spot for Oki¬ 
nawa service members. Dive-trip 
providers advise that only expe¬ 
rienced divers visit the Emmons 
because of its depth and the often 
strong currents in the area. 

ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Ayalchihashi 
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DHS: New screening to begin 
amid coronavirus concerns 



Arek Rataj/AP 


People board an evacuation flight for European Union nationals 
Sunday at Wuhan Tianhe International Airport in China's Hubei 
province. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said flights will bring 
Americans back from Hubei province amid the coronavirus outbreak. 


Fake news story 
involves virus, 
GIs in Lithuania 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As the U.S. 
steps up its response to the coro¬ 
navirus outbreak, the Depart¬ 
ment of Homeland Security is 
warning airline passengers that 
their flights may wind up rerout¬ 
ed if officials discover midflight 
that someone onboard has been 
in China in the last 14 days. 

And Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said a “handful” of 
flights will be heading to China 
to bring Americans back home 
from Hubei province, which is at 
the heart of the outbreak. 

“The exact timing of those 
we’re still coordinating with the 
Chinese government,” Pompeo 
said at a news conference Mon¬ 
day in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. “We 
anticipate that they will happen in 
the next handful of days and we’ll 
return those American citizens.” 

Pompeo said: “We may well 
end up bringing some citizens 
back from other countries as well. 
We’re working through the de¬ 
tails on that.” And he said the U.S. 
may try to deliver some medical 
supplies to the region. 

“We’re working closely and 
hand-in-hand with the Chinese 
government to try and resolve 
what is now this global epidemio¬ 
logical challenge, and so we’ll 
have more details exactly on 
when those flights will depart and 
when they return and how they’ll 
return to the United States before 
too long,” he said. 

The DHS guidance on airline 
flights was included in a notice 
released by the department Sun¬ 
day as new travel restrictions of¬ 
ficially go into effect for flights 
commencing after 5 p.m. EDT. 

Under the new rules, U.S. citi¬ 


zens who have traveled in China 
within the last 14 days will be re¬ 
routed to one of eight designated 
airports, where they will undergo 
enhanced health screening: John 
F. Kennedy International Airport 
in New York; Chicago O’Hare 
International Airport; San Fran¬ 
cisco International Airport; Seat- 
tle-Tacoma International Airport; 
Daniel K. Inouye International 
Airport in Honolulu; Los Angeles 
International Airport in Califor¬ 
nia; Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport; and Wash- 
ington-Dulles International Air¬ 
port in Virginia. 

On Monday, Newark Liberty 
International Airport in New 


Jersey, Dallas/Fort Worth Inter¬ 
national Airport and Detroit Met¬ 
ropolitan Airport joined the list. 

U.S. citizens who have been in 
Hubei province within 14 days of 
their return will be subject to up 
to 14 days of mandatory quaran¬ 
tine. US. citizens who have been 
in other areas of China within the 
last 14 days will undergo “proac¬ 
tive entry health screening” and 
up to 14 days of “self-quarantine.” 
Most non-US. citizens who have 
traveled in China within the last 
14 days will be denied entry into 
the US, except for immediate 
family members of U.S. citizens, 
permanent residents and flight 
crew. 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
The U.S. military was again the 
target of a fake news campaign in 
the Baltics, where a phony story 
claimed an American soldier de¬ 
ployed to Lithuania was infected 
with the deadly coronavirus. 

Lithuania’s Kauno Diena news¬ 
paper said the false story, which 
appeared Friday, was the work of 
hackers and was visible for about 
10 minutes. 

“This is an extraordinary case,” 
editor Tadas Sirvinskas told the 
Baltic News Service, a regional 
news agency headquartered in 
Vilnius. “We have had similar 
attempts in the past, but none of 
them have been successful.” 

The fake news story was draft¬ 
ed to look like a BNS dispatch 
but details in it raised suspicions 
at the paper, Sirvinskas said. In¬ 
vestigators are probing how the 
hackers were able to break into 
Kauno Diena’s content manage¬ 
ment system, he told BNS. 

A Lithuanian army spokesman 
said the report was fake and that 
there were no cases of coronavi¬ 
rus among U.S. troops deployed 
to the country. The false informa¬ 
tion sought to discredit NATO and 
“cause a little panic,” BNS cited 
the spokesman as saying. 

Several hundred U.S. soldiers 


are on extended rotations in Lith¬ 
uania, training with NATO allies 
as part of an effort to deter Rus¬ 
sian aggression in the region. 

Russian operatives have been 
suspected of conducting disinfor¬ 
mation campaigns to undermine 
NATO missions in the Baltic re¬ 
gion for several years. 

In October, a fake news release 
claiming to be from Lithuania’s 
Foreign Ministry claimed the U.S. 
was planning to build a military 
base in the former Soviet repub¬ 
lic and transfer nuclear weapons 
there. The ministry quickly dis¬ 
missed the report as a hoax. 

In 2018, as thousands of NATO 
troops took part in a series of ex¬ 
ercises across the Baltics, an on¬ 
line article claimed a Lithuanian 
boy had been run over and killed 
by a U.S. armored vehicle. 

The previous year, German sol¬ 
diers stationed in Lithuania were 
accused in an email sent to the 
speaker of the Baltic state’s par¬ 
liament of raping a girl who lived 
near their base. NATO and Lithu¬ 
anian authorities dismissed both 
reports as fake and said they were 
attempts to discredit the alliance. 

Disinformation campaigns 
have been a source of alarm for 
NATO, which backs operations in 
Latvia and Finland to fight fake 
news and cyberattacks. 

vandiver.iohn(I>stripes.com 
Twitter: (I)jonh_vandiver 


Pacific Fleet imposes 14-day isolation once GIs back from China 


By Seth Robson 
AND Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

The Navy has ordered sailors 
on leave in China to return imme¬ 
diately and go into isolation for 14 
days, while the U.S. military said 
Monday that about 25 service 
members who recently traveled 
to the mainland have been quar¬ 
antined in South Korea to prevent 
the spread of a deadly new respi¬ 
ratory virus. 

Indo-Pacific Command has 
banned nonessential travel to 
mainland China, where the coro¬ 
navirus originated, and directed 
all Defense Department person¬ 
nel there on temporary duty and 
leave status to depart immedi¬ 
ately. But the pneumonia-like 
disease has spread to many other 
countries in the region, including 
South Korea and Japan, prompt¬ 
ing military and civilian authori¬ 
ties to scramble to contain it. 

Pacific Fleet commander Adm. 
Chris Aquilino ordered identified 
sailors “to avoid public areas, 
gyms, and close contact with oth¬ 
ers during the 14-day observation 


period,” according to a message 
to his commanders obtained Sun¬ 
day by Stars and Stripes. 

He also ordered screening of 
all personnel on leave to find out 
who might have been exposed to 
the virus. 

“As a service we inherently 
work in close quarters in our op¬ 
erational units, and our person¬ 
nel are the primary resource for 
all our platforms,” he wrote. “If 
you have active duty personnel 
on leave in China, ensure they 
return as soon as possible. Any 
active duty personnel returning 
from China shall be kept separate 
from their unit for a period of 14 
days, starting from day of depar¬ 
ture from China.” 

“All Commands are directed to 
ensure members report any trav¬ 
el to China or personal contract 
with individuals who have trav¬ 
eled to China since [Dec. 31],” he 
ordered. 

Sailors who live aboard a ship 
or with others and desire to be 
kept apart from potential expo¬ 
sure will be provided temporary 
lodging off ship, Aquilino wrote, 
noting there isn’t funding to sup¬ 


port the cost to the command. 

Sailors returning from China 
will be assessed within 24 hours 
and have daily checks for symp¬ 
toms such as fever, sore throat, 
coughing or difficulty breathing, 
Aquilino wrote. Sailors who show 
any symptoms must notify their 
commands and report to their 
medical departments, according 
to the order. 

“A plain surgical mask should 
be donned as soon as possible,” 
the message states. 

Civilians and contractors on 
leave in China should comply with 
directions from civil authorities, 
including the State Department, 
Aquilino wrote. Civilian person¬ 
nel returning from China shall 
be placed on administrative leave 
for 14 days, starting from day of 
departure from China. Return¬ 
ing contractors are effectively 
barred from Navy worksites for 
two weeks from the day they de¬ 
parted China. 

U.S. Forces Korea issued a 
similar directive over the week¬ 
end, ordering a “self-quarantine” 
for any U.S. troops who have been 
to China and returned to South 


Korea since Jan. 19. It stressed 
the overall risk for U.S. forces was 
low and nobody had been found to 
have symptoms, but it was acting 
“out of an abundance of caution.” 

“The USFK self-quarantine 
directive is mandatory for U.S. 
servicemembers, but highly en¬ 
couraged for everyone else in the 
interest of public health,” USFK 
spokesman Col. Lee Peters said, 
adding that it also applies to tem¬ 
porary layovers on the mainland 
regardless of duration. 

About 25 U.S. troops in South 
Korea have so far complied with 
the directive, which restricts them 
from leaving their residences or 
barracks, Peters said, adding that 
provisions were being made for 
groceries and other necessities. 

Individuals arriving at a USFK 
installation from China will be 
screened by a health care provid¬ 
er before going into quarantine, 
then will be required to self-mon¬ 
itor their condition including two 
temperature checks per day sub¬ 
mitted to leadership and a health 
care provider. 

Health care providers will 
do personal check-ins every 48 


hours until the service member 
is cleared after the two-week pe¬ 
riod, which is the viral incubation 
period. 

“Family members, [Defense 
Department] civilians, contrac¬ 
tors, United Nations Command 
military personnel and Korean 
National employees can leave 
their residence, but are highly 
encouraged to comply with US- 
FK’s quarantine directive [in] the 
interest of public health safety,” 
Peters said. 

South Korea, which as of Mon¬ 
day has confirmed 15 cases of 
people infected with the virus, 
has quarantined about 800 sol¬ 
diers who have recently visited 
China or surrounding regions. It 
also postponed training sessions 
for reserve forces in a bid to con¬ 
tain the virus, the defense minis¬ 
try said Monday. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong 
Chang contributed to this report. 
robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
gamei.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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Yemeni-based 
al-Qaida claim 
Fla. base attack 



Presidential Press Service, Pool/AP 


Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Monday that Turkey hit targets in northern Syria. He said 
Russia has turned “a blind eye” on the Syrian army offensive in Idlib. 

Turkey launches strike on Syria 
after 8 Turkish personnel killed 


By Suzan Fraser 
Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey 
hit targets in northern Syria, re¬ 
sponding to shelling by Syrian 
government forces that killed at 
least eight Turkish soldiers and 
civilian contractors, Turkey’s 
president said Monday. A Syrian 
war monitor said 13 Syrian troops 
were also killed. 

Syrian activists said airstrikes 
in the country’s northern, rebel- 
held region also killed at least 
nine civilians Monday. 

The exchange of fire inside 
Syria between Ankara and Da¬ 
mascus came hours after a large 
Turkish military convoy entered 
the northwestern province of 
Idlib, the last rebel stronghold 
in Syria. It is likely to further in¬ 
crease tensions between the two 
neighboring countries, as such 
direct clashes have been rare. It 
could also cause friction between 


Moscow and Ankara, which have 
sought to coordinate their actions 
in Syria. 

Earlier, Turkey’s National De¬ 
fense Ministry said the Turkish 
forces were sent to Idlib as re¬ 
inforcements and were attacked 
there despite prior notification 
of their coordinates to the local 
authorities. It said Turkish forces 
responded to the attack, destroy¬ 
ing targets. 

Turkey’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said five ser¬ 
vicemen and three civilian con¬ 
tractors were killed by Syrian 
government forces. Speaking at 
a news conference on a visit to 
Ukraine, he accused Russia of 
“turning a blind eye” on the Syr¬ 
ian army offensive in Idlib. He 
added that Turkey has shown pa¬ 
tience, but the “developments in 
Idlib have become increasingly 
intolerable.” Erdogan claimed the 
Syrian advance has pushed over 1 
million people to flee toward the 


border with Turkey. 

The United Nations has esti¬ 
mated that about 390,000 Syrians 
have been displaced there over 
the past two months — 315,000 
in December and 75,000 in 
January. 

Erdogan earlier said Turkish 
warplanes were involved and 
claimed that there were between 
30 and 35 casualties on the Syrian 
side but offered no evidence. 

“Those who test Turkey’s de¬ 
termination with such vile attacks 
will understand their mistake,” 
Erdogan said in Istanbul. He 
said Russia was told that Ankara 
would not stand for any “situation 
where we are prevented” from 
responding to Syrian assaults. 

“It is not possible for us to re¬ 
main silent when our soldiers are 
being martyred,” Erdogan said. 

The deaths were one of the 
highest single-day tolls for Turk¬ 
ish troops in Syria. 


By Samy Magdy 

Associated Press 

CAIRO — Al-Qaida’s branch 
in Yemen claimed responsibil¬ 
ity Sunday for last year’s deadly 
shooting at the Naval Air Station 
Pensacola by an aviation student 
from Saudi Arabia. 

The shooter, 2nd Lt. Moham¬ 
med Saeed Alshamrani, was a 
member of the Saudi Air Force 
in training at the base. He opened 
fire inside a classroom at the base 
on Dec. 6, killing three people and 
wounding two sheriff’s deputies 
before one of the deputies killed 
him. Eight others were also hurt. 

Al-Qaida in the Arabian Pen¬ 
insula, or AQAP, released a video 
claiming the attack. SITE In¬ 
telligence Group, which tracks 
messaging by militant groups, 
reported the claim. 

AQAP has long been consid¬ 
ered the global network’s most 
dangerous branch and has at¬ 
tempted to carry out attacks on 
the US. mainland. 

The 18-minute video did not 
provide evidence of training the 
shooter, but did indicate that 
Alshamrani and AQAP were in 
communication, said Rita Katz, 
director of SITE. It was not clear 
when the video was recorded. 

The video claimed that Alsham¬ 
rani had been planning for years 
to attack a US. base, and had been 
training and “selecting” targets. 

The video, which was viewed 


by The Associated Press, provid¬ 
ed a will written by Alshamrani 
to his family in September 2019, 
three months prior to the attack. 
He said he wanted to attack the 
US., citing religious reasons. 
However, he made no mention of 
al-Qaida. 

Foreign nationals participat¬ 
ing in US. training go through 
a vetting process. The Pentagon 
says it includes screening for any 
illicit drug activities, support for 
terrorist organizations, corrup¬ 
tion and criminal conduct. 

The video included audio from 
top AQAP leader Qassim al-Rimi 
claiming “full responsibility” for 
the attack by Alshamrani, calling 
him “the hero, the courageous 
knight.” 

A suspected US. drone strike 
destroyed a building housing 
al-Qaida militants last week in 
eastern Yemen. President Donald 
Trump retweeted several tweets 
and media reports that seemed 
to offer confirmation the strike 
killed al-Rimi. 

Katz also said that AQAP did 
not state “May Allah Protect 
Him” in regard to al-Rimi, as its 
releases usually do. “(This) adds 
yet more suggestion to him in¬ 
deed being killed,” she tweeted. 

Al-Rimi was one of AQAP’s 
founders and became the group’s 
leader after Nasser al-Wahishi 
was killed in a US. drone strike 
in 2015. 


Judge refuses to vacate 
Somali pirate’s sentence 


Bonuses: Shortage of pilots felt throughout 
military branches as incentives given to help 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Last year, the Army’s pilot at¬ 
trition rate grew to a record 10% 
of its force, due largely to aging 
aviators and competition. More 
than 40% of its warrant officers 
had more than 17 years of ser¬ 
vice, Army officials said in April. 

Each of the Pentagon services 
has struggled to retain pilots, 
who are often lured away from 
the military by companies offer¬ 
ing enticements such as signing 
bonuses, tuition reimbursement 
and a more predictable work 
schedule. 

The exodus is likely to get worse. 
In North America alone, airlines 


will require some 200,000 new 
pilots in the next two decades as 
older pilots retire, industry ana¬ 
lysts have predicted. 

The other services also offer 
monthly incentive pay and have 
recently upped their retention 
bonuses. 

The Navy will pay pilots 
$175,000 in bonuses over five 
years for staying in the service, it 
announced last month. The size of 
the bonus depends on the aircraft 
and length of reenlistment. 

The Marine Corps in Decem¬ 
ber announced it was offering 
bonuses of between $45,000 and 
$280,000 to reserve pilots who are 
willing to return to the cockpit. 


The Air Force faced a shortage 
of about 2,000 pilots — 800 active 
duty and around 1,120 reserve 
pilots — at the end of 2018. The 
Rand Corp. has estimated that 
the active-duty pilot deficit will 
double to around 1,600 by 2023. 

Although the Air Force says its 
pilot retention rate has improved, 
the airlines value the aviators 
because they require only brief 
retraining before they receive a 
type rating for a commercial jet. 

Similarly, Army helicopter pi¬ 
lots need just 90 days of addition¬ 
al fixed-wing training to qualify 
for a type rating. 
lekic.slobodandJstripes.com 


Associated Press 

NORFOLK, Va. — A federal 
judge in Virginia has refused to 
vacate the life sentence handed 
down to a Somali man convicted 
in a 2010 attack on a U.S. Navy 
vessel off the coast of Africa. 

A judge in Norfolk issued a rul¬ 
ing Friday rejecting Mohamed 
Abdi Jama’s claim that his sen¬ 
tence should be overturned be¬ 
cause his lawyer was ineffective. 

Jama was sentenced to life 
in prison in 2016 for piracy. He 
filed a motion last year claiming 
ineffective assistance of counsel. 
Jama claimed his lawyer failed 
to understand the laws and facts 
needed to prove piracy and failed 
to argue jurisdictional and other 
laws regarding piracy offenses 
and territory. He also argued that 
his lawyer failed to advise him of 
plea deals and failed to negotiate 
or explain any plea offers. 


The judge said the court record 
provides no support for Jama’s 
claims and shows that his lawyer 
shared a plea offer by prosecu¬ 
tors of 25 years in prison. Jama’s 
lawyer said in an affidavit that his 
client refused to cooperate. 

Jama claimed that he was never 
told about a 25-year plea offer and 
that his attorney advised him to 
reject a 30-year plea offer. 

The judge noted that regardless 
of whether Jama’s lawyer told 
him about any plea offer. Jama 
testified that he was not willing to 
testify against any of his codefen¬ 
dants as part of a plea deal. 

According to court records. 
Jama and his codefendants ap¬ 
proached the USS Ashland in 
April 2010 in the Gulf of Aden 
and opened fire with AK-47s. 
Crew members of the Ashland 
returned fire and took the pirates 
into custody. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

General: Threat of Iran 
retaliation remains 



Roderick Jacquote/U.S. Marine Corps 


U.S. Marine Corps Gen. Kenneth R McKenzie Jr., the commander of U.S. Central 
Command, left, walks with soldiers assigned to 3rd Battalion, 4th Air Defense Artillery 
Regiment, on Jan. 24. McKenzie recently also visited the USS Truman and spoke with 
commanders about their goal of deterring further Iranian actions against the U.S. 


By Missy Ryan 

The Washington Post 

ABOARD THE USS TRUMAN — A 
month after the US. strike that killed Ira¬ 
nian Gen. Qassem Soleimani, Iran’s 
military is no longer on a heightened war 
footing, but the United States continues to 
brace for further retaliation, a senior mili¬ 
tary official said Sunday. 

Gen. Kenneth “Frank” McKenzie, who 
heads U.S. Central Command, said Iran 
had “de-escalated” its ballistic missile 
force and brought its air defense forces 
back to a “normal state of readiness” fol¬ 
lowing its retaliatory strikes on bases 
housing U.S. troops in Iraq. 

Speaking during a visit to the USS Tru¬ 
man, conducting operations in the north¬ 
ern Arabian Sea, McKenzie said that Iran’s 
maritime forces likewise had displayed a 
“fairly normal” level of activity in recent 
weeks. 

American officials have voiced concern 
about further attacks from Iran since the 
Jan. 7 ballistic missile strikes in Iraq. 
Those attacks, the first direct, overt mili¬ 
tary attack by the Iranian government, did 
not kill any U.S. troops but resulted in a 


By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Iraq War veteran 
Brian McGough said he gets headaches a 
few times every week. They last from 20 
minutes to two days, and in severity on a 
10-point pain scale, they go from a four to 
an eight. 

During his headaches, McGough can’t 
eat or be exposed to light. When they get 
too bad, he’s forced to skip his college 
classes. McGough, 44, also struggles with 
memory and concentration issues, mak¬ 
ing his schoolwork more difficult. He has 
post-traumatic stress disorder and is easily 
agitated. 

He has a traumatic brain injury, caused 
when an lED blast sent shrapnel through 
the side of his skull, penetrating his brain. 

“I think people should understand that 
the range of complications that come with 
traumatic brain injury are more than just 
headaches,” McGough said. “Even mild 
cases can cause some severe issues early 
on: memory and concentration issues, sei¬ 
zures, vision problems, anger issues ... I’m 
not the same as I was.” 

More than headaches 

As of Thursday, more than 60 U.S. mili¬ 
tary personnel have been diagnosed with 
TBI from an Iranian missile attack Jan. 
8 in Iraq. That’s far from President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s initial announcement that no 
one was harmed in the attack. News of the 
brain injuries came out soon after and the 
number of cases has continued to rise. 

Trump later described the injuries as 
“headaches,” and said he had seen far 
worse. 

Several veterans organizations are ac¬ 
cusing Trump of minimizing the severity 
of TBI. 

It is a m^or cause of death and disabil¬ 


spate of traumatic brain injuries. 

U.S. officials have also blamed Iranian- 
linked militias for smaller-scale rocket or 
mortar attacks on American facilities in 
Iraq since then. 

McKenzie said he believed Iran was still 
“digesting” the impact of the Trump ad¬ 
ministration’s decision to kill Soleimani, a 
figure of unparalleled influence whom U.S. 
officials have described as instrumental 
in the growth of Iran’s network of armed 
proxy groups across the Middle East. 

President Donald Trump, who has 
identified Iran as a m^or threat to the 
United States, pulled out of the previous 
administration’s nuclear deal and has sub¬ 
jected Tehran to a “maximum pressure 
campaign” that has included punishing 
sanctions. 

“I think Iran has seen that we do have 
will and that we’re willing to take action in 
our own interests,” McKenzie said. “We’re 
not going to endlessly be the recipient of 
their actions.” 

Some American allies feared that the 
Soleimani strike would tip the region into 
destabilizing conflict. 

During an overnight visit to the carrier. 


ity in the US., according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. The 
Defense Department, which keeps a tally 
of the total number of service members 
diagnosed with TBI, put the most recent 
count at nearly 414,000. It’s now widely 
considered a signature wound of the Iraq 
and Afghanistan wars. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars was the first 
to urge Trump to apologize for his com¬ 
ments about TBI, calling his remarks 
“misguided.” 

Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of Amer¬ 
ica asked for more 
than an apology. The 
group wants Trump to 
support a Senate bill 
that would establish a 
Department of Veter¬ 
ans Affairs center of 
excellence to focus on 
TBI research. 

Ryan Britch, 29, 
who works with lAVA, 
was diagnosed with a 
mild TBI after a de¬ 
ployment to Afghanistan with the Vermont 
Army National Guard in 2009. He was on 
patrol when his unit was ambushed, and 
Britch came within 10 meters of a mortar 
blast. 

Britch experienced headaches, memory 
and concentration issues and irritability, 
but it was one year before he was diag¬ 
nosed by the VA. 

Though he doesn’t think Trump’s com¬ 
ments came from a place of ill will, Britch 
worries his remarks about TBI have 
broader implications for those who suffer 
from it. 

“I think as a country, we really need to 
improve our understanding of brain injury, 
reduce stigma and encourage treatment,” 
Britch said. “If you have someone as 
prominent as the president dismissing and 
denying that TBIs are legitimate injuries. 


McKenzie spoke with commanders, sailors 
and aviators about their goal of deterring 
further Iranian actions against the United 
States and its partners. 

The carrier is among the additional mili¬ 
tary assets McKenzie has secured for his 
area of command since last spring amid 
events that military officials characterize 
as Iranian provocations. It brings with it 
roughly 5,000 personnel and an embarked 
air wing boasting more than 70 aircraft, in¬ 
cluding the F-18 Super Hornet and EA-18G 
Growlers. Other ships operating with the 



Brian McGough 


Iraq War veteran Brian McGough, who 
has a traumatic brain injury caused by 
an lED blast, struggles with memory and 
concentration issues. 

people aren’t going to take it seriously.” 

To McGough, Trump’s comments 
were reminiscent of 2006, when he was 
diagnosed with TBI — when the injury 
wasn’t widely understood even by medical 
professionals. 

McGough’s TBI is considered severe. 
He was in a bus headed back to his base in 
Iraq when an lED went off 

“[Trump’s remarks] reminded me of 
back in the day when nobody really under¬ 
stood what it was, and it was just kind of 
like, ‘Suck it up and drive on,”’ McGough 
said. “There’s been a lot of improvement in 
how the medical field understands it, but 
not how people talk about it.” 

Continuing pain 

Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, told reporters Thursday the 
full extent of the injuries from the Jan. 8 
missile attack might not be known for a 
year or two. In some cases, he said, troops 
would be monitored “for the rest of their 
lives.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentiing 


Truman, the flagship for the Navy’s Car¬ 
rier Strike Group Eight, include destroyers 
and cruisers. 

Speaking to sailors on Saturday via the 
ship wide-speaker system, McKenzie ad¬ 
dressed the ongoing tensions with Iran. 
“You’re here because we don’t want a war 
with Iran,” he said. “I may need you to 
fight. I hope I don’t.” 

“But one thing I know for sure just from 
what I’ve seen so far, this ship, this crew 
and this air wing will be ready if I need 
you,” he said. 


Pompeo: US wants 
more from Taliban 
before signing deal 

By Matthew Lee 
Associated Press 

TASHKENT, Uzbekistan — U.S. Sec¬ 
retary of State Mike Pompeo on Monday 
demanded “demonstrable evidence” from 
the Taliban that they can and will reduce 
violence before signing a deal that would 
lead to Afghanistan peace talks and a 
withdrawal of American troops from the 
country. 

Speaking at a news conference in neigh¬ 
boring Uzbekistan, Pompeo said a deal is 
close but that they have been close before 
and failed because the Taliban was unable 
to demonstrate seriousness. He said more 
work remains to be done so that peace talks 
can get started. 

“We’re working on a peace and recon¬ 
ciliation plan, putting the commas in the 
right place, getting the sentences right,” 
he said. “We got close once before to hav¬ 
ing an agreement: a piece of paper that we 
mutually executed and the Taliban were 
unable to demonstrate either their will or 
capacity or both to deliver on a reduction 
in violence.” 

“So, what we are demanding now is 
demonstrable evidence of their will and 
capacity to reduce violence, to take down 
the threat, so the inter-Afghan talks ... will 
have a less violent context,” he said. “We’re 
hopeful we can achieve that but we’re not 
there yet, and work certainly remains.” 

Pompeo’s comments came just two days 
after U.S. peace envoy Zalmay Khalilzad 
arrived in Kabul and told Afghan Presi¬ 
dent Ashraf Ghani there has been “no no¬ 
table progress” in talks with the Taliban. 
However, Khalilzad said he was hopeful of 
reaching an understanding with them on 
a reduction of hostilities, without offering 
any time frame. 


Hurdles continue for troops, 
veterans with brain injuries 



Britch 
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MILITARY _ 

Hundreds in NC honor soldier who died in Syria 



Christopher Quail/U.S. Air Force 


An Army carry team transfers the remains of Spc. Antonio Moore on Jan. 28 at Dover 
Air Force Base, Del. 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

Wet weather didn’t stop hundreds of 
people from lining the streets of a North 
Carolina community to welcome home the 
body of Spc. Antonio Moore about a week 
after the 22-year-old soldier was killed in a 
vehicle rollover in northeastern Syria. 

Surrounded by family, the soldier’s 
mother draped her¬ 
self over his flag-cov¬ 
ered coffin after it 
was transferred at the 
Wilmington (N.C.) In¬ 
ternational Airport on 
Saturday, local news¬ 
paper photos show. 

Police and local mo¬ 
torcycle clubs, includ¬ 
ing a chapter of the 
Buffalo Soldiers, led a 
Moore more than 30-minute- 

long procession that 
took the soldier’s remains through Wilm¬ 
ington, past crowds waving flags large and 
small, an online video taken by one of the 
motorcyclists shows. 

“We’re here because we love him ... 
because we respect him,” Radue Shakur, 
Buffalo Soldiers chapter vice president, 
told television station WWAY. 

The motorcade passed a bar and grill 
where Moore had worked as a line cook 
before enlisting in the Army. There, as at 
several spots along the route, an Ameri¬ 
can flag hung from a firetruck’s raised 


ladders. 

Moore served in a youth program with 
the local fire department during his high 
school years, his obituary said. Passing his 
alma mater, John T. Hoggard High School, 
the motorcade went under a huge flag held 
aloft by a crane. 

A memorial fund was set up in his honor, 
with proceeds to benefit the Hoggard high 
school football team he played for. 

“Our players will know who he was, what 


he stood for, and learn the true meaning of 
what a hero is,” wrote coach Adam Purz- 
itza on Twitter. 

A member of the Knightdale, N.C.-based 
363rd Engineer Battalion, 411th Engineer 
Brigade, Moore was deployed as a part of 
the U.S.-led coalition currently battling Is¬ 
lamic State in Iraq and Syria. 

The fatal incident occurred while the 
Army Reserve combat engineer was con¬ 
ducting route clearance operations in Deir 


al-Zour province, one of several areas 
where some 500 US. troops assist Kurd¬ 
ish-led forces in preventing the terror¬ 
ist group’s resurgence and protecting oil 
infrastructure. 

Moore was on his first deployment since 
joining the Army in 2017. Born in Brook¬ 
lyn, N.Y., he is survived by his parents, 
William Bernard and Crystal Eunice 
Felder Verreen; three brothers; a sister; a 
paternal grandmother and both maternal 
grandparents, his obituary said. 

The soldier’s death — the first US. mili¬ 
tary fatality in Syria since a noncombat 
death in May — was announced shortly 
before a helicopter crash killed former Los 
Angeles Lakers star Kobe Bryant, his 13- 
year-old daughter and seven others. Some 
in the military social media community 
called extra attention to Moore’s death in an 
effort to keep it from being forgotten amid 
the outpouring of support for Bryant. 

Local groups in Moore’s hometown 
passed out American flags and yellow rib¬ 
bon pins last week while asking residents 
to line the motorcade route. 

A funeral service was slated for noon 
on Tuesday at Union Missionary Baptist 
Church, followed by burial with full mili¬ 
tary honors at Greenlawn Memorial Park, 
the family said. 

Gov. Roy Cooper ordered all flags on 
state property to remain at half-staff until 
after the funeral. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 
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Ronald W. Erdrich, The Abilene Reporter-News/AP 


Homemade show to benefit vets 

Doug and Lisa Chaney perform as “streakers” during a lip-sync performance of “The Streak,” a comedy song from the 70s, during the 
homemade USD show during the Tet Reunion at the Taylor Guilty Expo Center on Saturday in Abilene, Texas. This was the 33rd anniversary 
of the event honoring veterans from the Vietnam War and other conflicts. 

THE CENSUS 

gg The approximate weight in pounds of explosives authorities 

1 1111 found in a Southern California home along with several dozen 
guns. Serving a warrant, a Riverside County Gang Impact Team 
went to a home on Thursday in the Bermuda Dunes Country Club. 

Along with the explosives and guns, they found drugs believed to be cocaine, ket¬ 
amine and LSD. Collin Hackett, who lived at the home, was arrested on suspicion 
of illegally possessing guns and possessing or transporting narcotics for sale. 


High school basketball 
makes state history 

OU TROTWOOD — An 
Ohio high school bas¬ 
ketball coach says that he didn’t 
notice the score as his team 
reached the state’s highest point 
total in 55 years. 

Trotwood-Madison’s 153-67 
win Tuesday over Northmont is 
the fourth-highest team point 
total in Ohio history and the most 
since Deavertown set the record 
with 171 in 1965, the Dayton 
Daily News reported. 

“We weren’t even looking at the 
scoreboard,” head coach Rocky 
Rockhold said. “We were just try¬ 
ing to limit what kids were doing 
and still work on some things. We 
really were trying to mix it up. No 
disrespect to Northmont at all.” 

Man charged with 
illegal dog surgeries 

^ A LATHROP — A Cen- 
tral California man 
who allegedly performed unli¬ 
censed surgeries on dogs in his 
kitchen has pleaded not guilty to 
animal cruelty. 

Pedro Maldonado Victorio of 
Lathrop was arrested on Wednes¬ 
day. He entered pleas on Thurs¬ 
day to felony animal cruelty, two 
felony counts of transporting 
controlled substances used for 
anesthetic and pain purposes and 
a misdemeanor count of practic¬ 
ing veterinary medicine without 
a license, the San Joaquin County 
district attorney’s office said. 

Victorio ran a “puppy mill” 
that involved inseminating dogs 
and performing illegal caesar¬ 
ean sections, the San Joaquin 
County Sheriff’s Office alleged 
on Friday. 

Sheriff’s deputies who inspect¬ 
ed Victorio’s home found a make¬ 
shift surgery room in his kitchen, 
narcotics and at least a dozen 
dogs, authorities said. 

Person in trash bin 
dumped into truck 

I# Q WICHITA — A person 
■ Wichita officials say 

was sleeping inside a trash bin is 
recovering after being dumped 
into a garbage truck. 

The incident happened on Fri¬ 
day morning when the garbage 
truck driver heard the person’s 
cries for help around 4:30 a.m. 
and called 911, the Wichita Eagle 
reported. Firefighters say the 
truck had picked up and dumped 
the bin as part of its normal route, 
unaware that anyone was inside 
of it. 

Fire officials said crews were 
able to get the person out by “using 
a truck company to lift them out 
of the trash compartment without 
complicating their injuries.” The 
person was taken to a Wichita 
hospital with injuries not believed 
to be life-threatening. 

Rescued puppy helps 
ease stress at 911 center 

TAZEWELL — A res- 
cued puppy is helping 
lighten the stressful days of the 
dispatchers at a Virginia 911 cen¬ 
ter. The puppy’s former owners 
surrendered the 8-week-old lab 


mix to the Tazewell County Sher¬ 
iff’s Office, and dispatchers fell in 
love, WVNS-TV reported. 

“A lot of people don’t realize 
how stressful this job can be,” 
Edwinna Cecil told the station. 
“If we have a bad call, you can’t 
be upset when you see something 
this precious. It helps calm ev¬ 
erybody down. The whole atmo¬ 
sphere has changed since he’s 
been here.” 

As the official 911 dispatcher 
service dog, he will not only pro¬ 
vide emotional support but also 
be an ambassador for 911, attend¬ 
ing events and visiting schools. 

Dispatchers are asking the pub¬ 
lic to help name the puppy. People 
can vote on the sheriff’s office 
Facebook page for their favorite 
of four proposed names — Mis¬ 
chief, Rookie, Taser or Creed. 

Man convicted of owning 
tiger cub illegally 

^ A LOS ANGELES — A 
Southern California 
man has been convicted of il¬ 
legally owning a tiger cub that 
appeared in a video with contro¬ 
versial YouTube star Logan Paul. 

Nicholas Perkins, 33, was placed 
on probation for three years, or¬ 
dered to pay nearly $6,000 in 
fines and $52,000 in veterinary 
bills after the tiger was seized in 
November 2017, Los Angeles City 
Attorney Mike Feuer said. 

“We should never allow any an¬ 
imal to be exploited,” Feuer told 
The Los Angeles Times this week. 


“The defendant’s conduct here is 
illegal — and flaunting this treat¬ 
ment of an exotic, endangered 
baby tiger on social media sent 
a horrible message that behavior 
like this is OK. It isn’t.” 

Prosecutors initially suspect¬ 
ed that Perkins obtained the 
tiger from an out-of-state dealer, 
though investigators have not 
determined how it came into his 
possession. 

7 of Winston Churchiirs 
paintings now on view 

I A LAFAYETTE — Seven 
of Winston Churchill’s 
paintings and one of his sculp¬ 
tures are on view through March 
21 at the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette. The paintings range 
from a garden walkway edged by 
trees, some in flower, to distant 
bathers at a beach with a big black 
cannon in the foreground. 

As prime minister of Great 
Britain, Churchill once told a 
friend, “If it weren’t for painting, 
I couldn’t live. I couldn’t bear the 
strain of things,” Dr. Keith Huxen, 


senior director of research and 
history at the National WWII 
Museum, told a symposium at the 
exhibit’s opening Jan. 17. 

Churchill took up painting in 
his 40s and created more than 
500 paintings, mostly landscapes 
and seascapes. The Royal Acade¬ 
my of Arts named him an Honor¬ 
ary Academician Extraordinary 
in 1948. 

Off-leash dogs draw 
ban in Teton Canyon 

taiY JACKSON — The 
WW 1 US. Forest Service is 
cracking down on people letting 
dogs run off leash along trails in 
Wyoming and Idaho following a 
surge in reports of dogs harass¬ 
ing wildlife and biting people. 

Officials say it is unacceptable 
to treat Teton Canyon — which 
boasts stunning views of Grand 
Teton National Park — like it’s a 
“dog park.” 

The forest service will more 
strictly enforce rules that say dogs 
must be leashed within 200 feet 
of trailheads and campgrounds. 


Teton Basin District Ranger Jay 
Pence said. 

The move comes after nearby 
communities in Idaho such as the 
town of Driggs have grown dra¬ 
matically in recent years, their 
economies fueled by the wealth of 
nearby Jackson, Wyo. That’s put 
new pressures on nearby forests 
that once saw few visitors. 

Woman left weapon 
in church for safety 

^ A PEACHTREE CITY 
— Police were called 
to an Atlanta-area church after 
someone found a gun inside, but 
it turned out to have been left by 
a woman who thought it would be 
safer there than at her home. 

Officers were called to Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church after 
a member found a rifle under a 
jacket in the chapel, according to a 
Facebook post from the Peachtree 
City Police Department. 

“Investigators worked diligent¬ 
ly through the night” to identify 
the owner, according to the state¬ 
ment. Police said that the gun was 
left in the church by a mentally 
ill and mentally disabled woman 
who lives with the owner of the 
rifle. 

“She informed investigators 
that she was uncomfortable with 
the rifle in the home, so she dis¬ 
carded the rifle at a location 
where she believed it would be 
handled safely,” police said. 

From wire reports 
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Senate hears closing arguments 



Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., arrives Monday 
on Capitol Hill for closing arguments in President Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial in Washington. 


Bernie Ebbers, 
ex-CEO, part 
of WorldCom 
scandal, dies 

By Mallika Sen 

Associated Press 

The former chief of WorldCom, 
convicted in one of the largest 
corporate accounting scandals 
in U.S. history, died just over a 
month after his early release from 
prison. Bernard Ebbers was 78. 

The Canadian-born former 
telecommunications executive 
died on Sunday in Brookhaven, 
Miss., surrounded by his family, 
according to a family statement. 

WorldCom Inc. collapsed and 
went into bankruptcy in 2002 
following revelations of an $11 
billion accounting fraud that in¬ 
cluded pressure by top executives 
on subordinates to inflate num¬ 
bers to make the company seem 
more profitable. The collapse 
caused losses to stockholders, in¬ 
cluding those who had invested 
through retirement plans. 

Ebbers was convicted in New 
York in 2005 on securities fraud 
and other charges and received a 
25-year sentence. 

U.S. District Judge Valerie E. 
Caproni said that it fell within her 
discretion to order Ebbers’ early 
release after a lawyer cited se¬ 
vere medical problems. 


By Lisa Mascaro 
AND Eric Tucker 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Closing 
arguments in President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial were 
unfolding Monday as much for 
history as any effort to sway votes, 
one final chance to influence 
public opinion and set the record 
ahead of his expected acquittal in 
the Republican-led Senate. 

The House Democratic prose¬ 
cutors drew on history, the Found¬ 
ing Fathers and common sense to 
urge senators — and Americans 
— to see that Trump’s actions are 
part of a pattern of behavior that, 
if left unchecked, will allow him 
to “cheat” in the 2020 election. 

The president’s defense coun¬ 
tered that the “fast-track” im¬ 
peachment case against Trump 
was flawed, rushed and nothing 
short of an effort to undo the 2016 
election and to try to shape the 
next one. 

All that’s left, as the Senate 
prepares to acquit Trump on 
charges that he abused power 
and obstructed Congress is for 
Americans to decide now, and 
in the November election, as the 
third presidential impeachment 
trial in the nation’s history begins 
to close. 


“Leave it to the voters to 
choose,” said White House coun¬ 
sel Pat Cipollone. 

Senators acknowledged that 
the House Democratic manag¬ 
ers have essentially proven their 
case, that Trump abused power 
and obstructed Congress by le¬ 
veraging U.S. military aid to push 
Ukraine to investigate political 
rival Joe Biden. 

But key Republicans have de¬ 
cided that the president’s actions 
toward Ukraine do not rise to the 
level of an impeachable offense 
that warrant the dramatic po¬ 
litical upheaval of conviction and 
removal from office. His acquit¬ 
tal in Wednesday’s vote is all but 
assured. 

“What message does that 
send?” asked Rep. Hakeem Jef¬ 
fries, D-N.Y, a House prosecutor, 
who warned that for Trump, the 
“past is prologue.” He implored 
senators to realize that without 
a vote to convict, the Senate will 
“allow the president’s misconduct 
to stand.” 

House managers opened with 
a plea from Rep. Jason Crow, D- 
Colo., a freshman, who told the 
chamber that “we cannot and 
should not leave our common 
sense at the door.” 

Rep. Val Demings, a former po¬ 
lice chief, argued that the presi¬ 


dent is not behaving like someone 
who is innocent. She warned that 
he will try to “cheat” again ahead 
of 2020. 

“Innocent people don’t try to 
hide every document and wit¬ 
ness, especially those that would 
clear them,” she told the senators. 
“That’s what guilty people do.” 

Kenneth Starr, the former 
prosecutor ahead of Bill Clinton’s 
impeachment, complained about 


the inadequacy of the House 
prosecutors’ case. 

Prosecutors relied on a 28,000- 
page report compiled over three 
months of proceedings in the 
Democratic-controlled House, 
including the public and private 
testimony from 17 witnesses, 
many current and former ambas¬ 
sadors and national security offi¬ 
cials with close proximity to the 
Ukraine dealings. 


Career CENTER 



ValidaTek provides mission-focused IT and professional 
services solutions to Federal clients world-wide. We are one 
of only six U.S. companies appraised at both CMMI-SVC/5 
and CMMI-DEV/5. We are seeking qualified staff to 
support current and future USAFE requirements for the 
European Theater. 


Project and Program 
Managers with European 
Theater experience 
ISR Tech Support 
AF Operations Support 
Pilot Augmentation Support 


Force Protection Analyst 
Arms Control Advisor 
Modeling and Simulation 
Trainer 

Modeling and Simulation 
Engineer 


If you currently support USAFE or qualify in any of the 
listed areas, we would like to hear from you! Our employees 
enjoy strong career growth, excellent benefits, and a 
competitive total compensation plan. 


• C4ISR Technical Support 

• Military Planner 

• Military Analyst 

• SIGINIT and GEOINT 


• Infrastmcture Technician 

• VTC Technician 

• Network Engineer 

• Database Administrator 


If you have at least a Secret Clearance and qualifications in Intelligence Analyst 
any of these positions, forward your resume to • ISR Technical Services 

Careers@validatek.com for priority consideration. • Training Specialist 


• Systems Administrator 

• Systems Engineer 

• Software Engineer 


CMMISVC/5 @ CMMIDEV/5 
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No reverse gear for Truckers 

Band not backing down from latest album’s politics despite bad timing 


By David Bauder 
Associated Press 

F or the rock band Drive-By 
Truckers, it’s demoralizing to 
release angry songs about Don¬ 
ald Trump’s America just as the 
president’s impeachment trial is winding 
down toward an acquittal. 

That’s no reason to back down, and re¬ 
treat is the furthest thing from songwriter 
Patterson Hood’s mind as the band un¬ 
veiled its new disc, “The Unraveling,” on 
Jan. 31. 

With the new music, together with 
2016’s call to arms “American Band,” an 
outfit that’s been around for more than 
two decades has come into its own as so¬ 
cial commentators. Hood’s song from that 
year, “What It Means,” where he tried to 
put Trayvon Martin and the events in Fer¬ 
guson, Mo., in perspective and came up 
wanting, was pivotal in that transition. 

“The last album was so political, my 
first instinct was to run in the other di¬ 
rection,” Hood said. “That’s just how we 
do things. But every time I thought of the 
record not addressing these issues, it felt 
cowardly. 

“Are we backing down?” he said. “All 
the people that were bad-mouthing us, 
would it be making them think they did 
something? They didn’t win. I’m still 
pissed off” 

Still, it was a struggle. The goal isn’t to 
write polemics, but songs that will touch 
people and not immediately feel dated. 
Both Hood and Mike Cooley, the band’s 
other songwriter and musical partner for 
35 years, had a hard time striking that 
balance even as they wrote separately. 

The heart of the new record begins 
with “Thoughts and Prayers,” Hood’s 
bitter dismissal of the phrase directed at 


victims of gun violence. In “21st Century 
USA,” Hood writes of “men working hard 
for not enough, at best” and “women work¬ 
ing just as hard for less.” “Heroin Again” 
sadly touches on the drug’s reemergence, 
and “Babies in Cages” is self-explana¬ 
tory. Cooley’s strongest contribution, 
“Grievance Merchants,” is about white 
supremacists. 

There’s no mistaking the reference to 
“the evil man’s tirades” in the album’s fi¬ 
nale, where Hood sings “in the end we’re 
just standing watching greatness fade into 
darkness.” 

^The majority of our 
fan base are smart people 
who love music. They 
know who we are and 
what weVe about, f 

Patterson Hood 

Drive-By Truckers songwriter 


Yet his final two words are “awaiting 
resurrection,” revealing Hood as, ulti¬ 
mately, an optimist. 

Politics is hardly foreign to the Truck¬ 
ers’ work, but never as overt as now, said 
Eric Danton, a music critic for Paste mag¬ 
azine. “They’ve always been working- 
class champions, a band that roots for the 
underdog,” Danton said. “Now you see the 
politics coming to the surface.” 

The band’s music has also become less 
raucous as they’ve gotten older, since the 
days of a three-guitar attack with Hood, 
Cooley and Jason Isbell, and more spa¬ 
cious. That lends greater emphasis to 


what they’re saying. 

In the days before the 2016 election, 
when the Truckers began playing “What 
It Means” at a California gig, more than 
a third of the audience protested, hold¬ 
ing up “blue lives matter” signs and then 
leaving en masse. Hood and Cooley shot 
each other a look as if to say, is this how 
it’s going to be? 

“They paid money to walk out,” Hood 
said. “We just keep going. We let it fuel the 
fire. We’re stubborn. We don’t like people 
telling us what to do.” 

They’re a rock band that sings in deep 
Alabama accents, on a stage set with a 
“black lives matter” sign in clubs and the¬ 
aters across the nation. They’re not just 
preaching to the converted. They’ve lost 
some fans in the Trump era, but gained 
others. 

“The m^ority of our fan base are smart 
people who love music,” Hood said. “They 
know who we are and what we’re about. 
We fortified that part of our fan base. I 
think they were proud of what we were 
doing. We were proud to have T-shirts 
that had ‘resist’ on them.” 

Some of what Hood wrote on “The Un¬ 
raveling” was triggered by conversations 
with his children, a teenage daughter 
and a 10-year-old son. Hood was furious 
when his daughter told him that they had 
a “lockdown drill” in her school to plan for 
a potential shooting, with many not aware 
it was a drill. 

“If you talk to any kid nowadays, 
they’re all convinced that it’s going to 
happen to them, that it’s going to hap¬ 
pen in their school,” he said. “Hopefully 
not, but it does keep happening. And the 
powers that be are so dismissive about it. 
Thoughts and prayers. Is that the best you 
can do? I don’t have all the answers, but at 
least you can try.” 


BAFTAs show 
love for ‘1917’ 

Associated Press 

Gut-wrenching World War I epic “1917” 
was the big winner at Sunday’s British 
Academy Film Awards, winning seven 
prizes including best picture and best 
director. 

Sam Mendes’ drama about one of the 
most devastating conflicts in British histo¬ 
ry bested American contenders including 
“Joker,” “The Irishman” and “Once Upon 
a Time... in Hollywood” at a glitzy London 
event that was overshadowed by criticism 
of the nominees’ lack of diversity — even 
from some of the nominees themselves. 

Director Mendes based “1917” on his 
grandfather’s wartime experiences. Shot 
in sinuous long takes that immerse viewers 
in the action, it follows two British soldiers 
on a perilous mission across no man’s land 
to try to avert a suicidal offensive. 

“1917” was also named best British 
film and won the cinematography prize — 
Roger Deakins’ fifth win in that category. 
It also took trophies for production design, 
sound and visual effects. 

Joaquin Phoenix was named best actor 
for superhero story “Joker,” which charts 
the origins of Batman’s ginning nemesis. 
Renee Zellweger won the best actress 
prize for the Judy Garland biopic “Judy.” 

“Joker” took three awards — best actor, 
casting and score — from 11 nominations. 
Martin Scorsese’s mob drama “The Irish¬ 
man” had 10 nominations but went home 
empty-handed. 

Victory at the British awards, known as 
BAFTAs, is often a good predictor of suc¬ 
cess at the Academy Awards, which will 
be handed out Feb. 9. 

‘Bad Boys’ tops box office 
for third straight week 

“Bad Boys for Life,” starring Will Smith 
and Martin Lawrence, brought in $17.6 
million to claim the No. 1 spot for the third 
straight week. The studio said the third 
installment became the highest-grossing 
film in the franchise with $148 million. 

The World War I tale “1917” notched 
second with $9.6 million as the film con¬ 
tinues to build momentum as an Oscars 
contender. The Sam Mendes-directed war 
movie received 10 Oscar nominations, in¬ 
cluding best picture. 

Newcomers “Gretel & Hansel” ($6.1 
million) and “The Rhythm Section” ($2.8 
million) barely cracked the top 10. 

Other news 

■ The Korean-American family drama 
“Minari,” Lee Isaac Chung’s tender auto¬ 
biographical tale about his upbringing in 
rural Arkansas, won two top honors Feb. 
1 at the Sundance Film Festival in Park 
City, Utah. “Minari,” starring Steven 
Yeun, snagged the US. dramatic grand 
jury prize and the dramatic audience 
award, voted on by festival audiences. The 
top documentary prize went to Jesse Moss 
and Amanda McBaine’s “Boys State,” a 
portrait of the annual mock-government 
competition held in Texas with politically 
ambitious 17-year-old boys. “Crip Camp,” 
a history of the disability rights movement 
as emanating from a summer camp in up¬ 
state New York, took the audience award 
for documentary. 

■ “Parasite” has continued its march 
through Hollywood’s awards season by 
winning the best original screenplay 
honor Feb. 1 at the Writers Guild Awards. 
The Nazi satire “Jojo Rabbit” took home 
the best adapted screenplay honor. HBO 
swept the top television awards, winning 
the drama category for “Succession,” the 
comedy category for “Barry” and the best 
new series honor for “Watchmen.” 


Drive-By Truckers band members — from left, Brad Morgan, Patterson Hood, Matt Patton, Mike Cooley and Jay Gonzalez 
— pose in front of the Walnut Street Bridge in Chattanooga, Tenn. The band’s new disc, “The Unraveling,” came out Jan. 31. 

Andy Tenille, Big Hassle/AP 
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...SECAVSE SHE'S SECLUPEQ 
HEKSELF IM A REMOTE 
CABIN IN THE HIMALAYAS 
TO WRITE HER NEXT 
NOI/EL. 



IF THE MAN WERE TO 
HYPOTHETICALLY FLY TO 
NEPAL, HIRE A SHERPA, 
TREK UP THE MOUNTAIN 
ANP SURPRISE HER FOR 
i/ALENTINE'S PAY- 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Rosary 
component 
5 Actor Baldwin 
9 Towboat 

12 Rights org. 

13 Old Italian money 

14 Oklahoma tribe 

15 Reinvested IRA 
funds, say 

17 “Rah!” 

18 Dressed 

19 Malia’s sister 

21 Walked nervously 

24 Getting the 
job done 

25 Oodles 

26 Sushi bar order 

30 Pac. counterpart 

31 Tender spots 

32 2016 Olympics 
city 

33 Attendance 
check 

35 Cuban money 

36 Eager 

37 Traces of smoke 

38 Azure gemstone 
40 Party cheese 

42 Ninny 

43 Bakery treat 

48 Thanksgiving 
dessert 

49 Pundit’s piece 

50 Hayseed 

51 Writer’s block? 

52 “Phooey!” 

53 Formerly, once 

2-4 


DOWN 

1 Happy hour 
venue 

2 Green prefix 

3 100% 

4 Sweet-sounding 

5 Edison’s 
middle name 

6 Fibbed 

7 Goof up 

8 Some corporate 
jets 

9 Places that sell 
teddy bears 
and dolls 

10 Beehive State 

11 Spanish artist 

16 Vintage 

20 Balloon filler 

21 Jack of early 
talk TV 

22 Sax range 


23 Imploded 

24 Scott Turow book 

26 Frog’s relative 

27 Internet address 

28 Speech problem 

29 Novelist Anita 
31 Type of 

swimmer’s kick 

34 Half of CXI I 

35 South Dakota 
capital 

37 Humorist 

38 Reindeer 
herder 

39 Largest continent 

40 Borscht base 

41 Some wines 

44 New Deal org. 

45 Owned by us 

46 Ton fractions 
(Abbr.) 

47 Rent out 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


YPKZ FEJWCZCBKWE EC JC 
LVBE JC YCWD CAJ, M 
EAXXCEK JPKV SMDK JC AEK 


JPK KTSMXJMTFS BFTPMZKE. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: CERTAIN 

TRANSPLANTED SOUTH AFRICAN WHO’S NOW 
A DENIZEN OF HAWAII’S CAPITAL: HONOLULU 
ZULU. 


Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals M 
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The best and worst of Super Bowl ads 




OF THE 


California police: 1 dead, 
5 hurt in shooting on bus 


Associated Press 

LEBEC, Calif. — A gunman 
killed one passenger and wound¬ 
ed five others on a Greyhound bus 
traveling from Los Angeles to the 
San Francisco Bay Area early 
Monday morning, the California 
Highway Patrol said. 

The shooting happened at about 
1:20 a.m. as the bus was on the 
Grapevine section of Interstate 
5 high in the mountains between 
LA and the San Joaquin Valley. 

The bus driver somehow man¬ 
aged to get the shooter off the 
bus and left him on the highway 
shoulder, where he was arrested 
without incident, Sgt. Brian Pen- 
nings told reporters. He had no 


immediate information about the 
motive. 

After leaving the gunman be¬ 
hind, the driver continued on to 
the next exit and pulled into the 
parking lot of a gas station. 

Pennings said there were a 
“significant” number of people 
aboard the bus. 

“We’re grateful that the bus 
driver acted quickly,” Pennings 
said. 

Witnesses and the suspect were 
being interviewed. 

Officials did not immediately 
identify the suspect or the vic¬ 
tims. Pennings said one of the 
five wounded people was flown to 
a hospital. 


By Mae Anderson 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — During ad¬ 
vertising’s biggest night. Super 
Bowl Sunday, marketers battled 
it out to bolster their brands and 
promote new products. Advertis¬ 
ers paid up to $5.6 million for 30 
seconds, and almost 100 million 
people tune into the big game. 

This year, Hyundai and Jeep 
scored with whimsical humor by 
poking fun at Boston accents and 
reuniting the “Groundhog Day” 
cast, Punxsutawney Phil includ¬ 
ed. Google struck heartstrings 
with a quiet message about aging 
and remembrance. Cheetos and 
Doritos both played off exagger¬ 
ated dancing to good effect. 

But Pop-Tarts and a Hard Rock 
action-movie commercial failed 
to connect with viewers. 

BEST 

Hyundai: 

The automaker released its ad 
early, but it still drew fans dur¬ 
ing the game. Boston-affiliated 
celebrities including actor Chris 
Evans, John Krasinski, Saturday 
Night Live alum Rachel Dratch 
and former Boston Red Sox play¬ 
er David Ortiz discussed a Hyun¬ 
dai feature that lets car owners 
park remotely with exaggerated 
accents that make “Smart Park” 
sound like “smaht pahk.” 

Jeep: 

Super Bowl Sunday was on 
Groundhog Day, so someone had 
to do it. Fiat Chrysler painstak¬ 
ingly recreated the 1993 movie 
“Groundhog Day,” including the 
town square and other locales, 
with original actors Bill Murray, 
Brian Doyle Murray and Stephen 
Tobolowsky. The twist: instead of 
a Chevrolet truck, Murray uses a 
Jeep Gladiator truck. FCA Group 
marketing chief Olivier Francois 
said the ad worked to demon¬ 
strate the versatility of the Jeep 
truck since Murray does some¬ 
thing different every day. 

Google: 

Google’s 90-second ad stood out 


such as a baby carrier-like device 
for avocados. “I thought the Avo¬ 
cados from Mexico spot felt like a 
random and gratuitous use of ce¬ 
lebrity,” said Steve Merino, chief 
creative officer of Aloysius, But¬ 
ler & Clark in Wilmington, Del. 
“Not only did it not make sense 
to have Molly Ringwald as your 
spokesperson, it was also a bit of 
a distraction.” 

Pop-Tarts: 

Kellogg’s went for quirky but 
ended up with a bland spot that 
isn’t likely to be remembered. In 
a pseudo infomercial, Jonathan 
Van Ness of “Queer Eye” de¬ 
scribes the new Pop-Tarts pretzel 
snack. The idea is that Pop-Tarts 
adds pizazz to pretzels, but the ad 
itself failed to have much spark. 

Squarespace: 

Winona Ryder went back to 
Winona, Minn. — which she is 
named after — to create a website 
for the town. But nothing much 
happened in the ad, which shows 
Ryder in a snowdrift on her laptop 
being confronted by a “Fargo”- 
like cop. There’s a more involved 
marketing campaign with Ryder, 
but the Super Bowl ad didn’t com¬ 
municate much. 

Hard Rock International: 

Hard Rock International went 
all-in on its first Super Bowl ad, 
maybe too much so. It enlisted 
Michael Bay for a frenetic com¬ 
mercial showing a frenzied heist 
caper involving Jennifer Lopez, 
Alex Rodriguez, DJ Khaled, Pit¬ 
bull, and Steven Van Zandt — but 
some found it hard to follow. 


Lil Nas X, right, and Sam Elliott in a scene from the Doritos' 2020 Super Bowl NFL football spot. The 
snack chip is betting peopie will connect with “Oid Town Road,” the smash hit of the summer by Lil Nas X. 


'n 


by not using humor or celebrities. 
It features a man reminiscing 
about his wife, using the Google 
Assistant feature to pull up old 
photos of her and past vacations. 
The ad is set to an instrumental 
version of “Say Something” by 
Great Big World. “It’s so hard 
to write earnestly and not make 
it cheesy,” said Julia Neumann, 
executive creative director at ad 
agency TBWA/Chiat/Day in New 
York. “This was really, really well 
done.” 

Cheetos: 

Cheetos used nostalgia effec¬ 
tively, appropriating the 30-year- 
old MC Hammer classic “U Can’t 
Touch This” — still an earworm 
after all these years. The snack- 
food ad features a man with 
bright orange Cheetos dust on his 
hands who uses it as an excuse 
not to move furniture and per¬ 
form office tasks. Hammer him¬ 
self — “Hammer pants” and all 
— also kept popping up to utter 
his iconic catchphrase. 

Doritos: 

The brand added a silly dance- 
off to “Old Town Road,” the smash 
hit of the summer by Lil Nas X. 
In the Western-themed ad, Lil 


Nas faced off with grizzled char¬ 
acter actor Sam Elliott with silly, 
sometimes CGI-enhanced dance 
moves at the “Cool Ranch.” Billy 
Ray Cyrus, who features in the 
song’s remix, also made a cameo. 

Planters: 

Planters teased its Super Bowl 
ad nearly two weeks before the 
game, releasing a teaser that 
showed its Mr. Peanut mascot 
seemingly being killed. The 
“death” of Mr. Peanut went viral 
on Twitter. But when Kobe Bryant 
was killed in a helicopter crash, 
the marketing stunt suddenly 
seemed insensitive, so Planters 


paused its pre-game advertising. 
The actual Super Bowl ad was 
relatively inoffensive, with a baby 
Mr. Peanut appearing at the fu¬ 
neral. “Baby Nut” comparisons to 
“Baby Yoda” and “Baby Groot” 
sprung up online. 

WORST 

Avocados from Mexico: 

Avocados from Mexico have 
carved out a niche with humor¬ 
ous ads featuring avocados, but 
they may have veered a little too 
far into “random” territory with 
this effort featuring a home shop¬ 
ping network with fake products 
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China opens virus hospital, 
market plunges as toll grows 


By Ken Moritsugu 

Associated Press 

BEIJING—China sent medical 
workers and equipment to a new 
hospital built in 10 days, infused 
cash into tumbling financial mar¬ 
kets and further restricted peo¬ 
ple’s movement in sweeping new 
steps Monday to contain a rapidly 
spreading virus and its escalating 
impact. 

Health authorities released 
updated figures of 361 deaths 
and 17,205 confirmed cases, an 
increase of 2,829 over a 24-hour 


Associated Press 

KYIV, Ukraine — A leaked re¬ 
cording of an exchange between 
an Iranian air-traffic controller 
and an Iranian pilot purports to 
show that authorities immedi¬ 
ately knew a missile had downed 


period, as other countries con¬ 
tinued evacuating citizens from 
hardest-hit Hubei province and 
restricted the entry of Chinese or 
people who recently traveled in 
the country. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
presiding over a special meeting 
of the country’s top Communist 
Party body for the second time 
since the crisis started, said “we 
have launched a people’s war of 
prevention of the epidemic.” 

Reopening of schools was also 
delayed to keep the virus from 
spreading further in Hubei, 


a Ukrainian jetliner after takeoff 
from Tehran, killing all 176 peo¬ 
ple aboard, despite days of deni¬ 
als by the Islamic Republic. 

Ukraine’s President Volody- 
myr Zelenskiy acknowledged the 
recording’s authenticity in a re¬ 
port aired by a Ukrainian televi- 


where the 1,000-bed hospital in 
the provincial capital Wuhan was 
completed in just 10 days. A sec¬ 
ond hospital with 1,500 beds will 
open within days. 

In a sign of the economic toll of 
the outbreak, China’s Shanghai 
Composite index plunged nearly 
8% on the first day of trading after 
the Lunar New Year holiday. That 
despite a central bank announce¬ 
ment Sunday that it was putting 
$173 billion into the markets. 

“We are fully confident in 
and capable of minimizing the 
epidemic’s impact on economy,” 


sion channel on Sunday night. 

In Tehran on Monday, the head 
of the Iranian investigation team, 
Hassan Rezaeifar, acknowledged 
the recording was legitimate and 
said that it was handed over to 
Ukrainian officials. 

After the Jan. 8 disaster, Iran’s 



Hau Dinh/AP 


A woman in costume wears a 
protective face mask at a gold 
shop in Hanoi, Vietnam, on 
Monday. 

said Lian Weiliang, deputy chief 
of the National Development and 
Reform Commission, at a news 
conference in Beijing. 


civilian government maintained 
for days that it didn’t know the 
country’s paramilitary Revolu¬ 
tionary Guard, answerable only 
to Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, had shot down the 
aircraft. 


UK to set new rules for 
militants after stabbing 

LONDON — The British gov¬ 
ernment plans to announce new 
rules for the imprisonment of 
convicted terrorists after an Is¬ 
lamic militant who was recently 
released from prison stabbed two 
people in south London, the sec¬ 
ond such attack in less than three 
months. 

Home Secretary Priti Patel, 
who is in charge of the police, said 
the government would release its 
plans Monday. Following Sun¬ 
day’s attack and a Nov. 29 attack 
in which two people were killed 
in central London, the govern¬ 
ment said it would effectively stop 
the early release of convicted ex¬ 
tremists, double terror sentences 
and overhaul the conditions under 
which they are released back into 
the community. 

The government will be “an¬ 
nouncing some fundamental 
changes, in addition to what 
we’ve already said, that we will 
do to deal with counter-terrorism 
and counter-terrorist offenders,” 
Patel said late Sunday. 

A man police identified as 
Sudesh Amman, 20, strapped 
on a fake bomb and stabbed two 
people on a busy London street 
Sunday before being shot to death 
by police. 

From the Associated Press 


Ukraine: Recordings show Iran knew plane hit by missile 
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OPINION _ 

Moon’s peninsula guidance unparalleled 


By Arthur I. Cyr 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T oday, mass media coverage of 
the Korean Peninsula focuses 
on two flamboyant personalities. 
President Donald Trump and 
North Korea leader Kim Jong Un regular¬ 
ly vie for center stage. 

This overshadows the leadership of 
President Moon Jae-in of South Korea, 
who often is overlooked. The associated 
sustained positive contributions of South 
Korea to Asian and broader internation¬ 
al relations likewise are not the stuff of 
alarming headlines or TV melodrama. 

At the end of 2018, the influential Asia 
News Network named Moon “Person of the 
Year.” South Korea’s chief executive quite 
rightly is praised for serving as initiator, 
broker and mediator between the U.S. and 
North Korea. 

This accomplishment is too easily over¬ 
simplified and minimized. At the end of 
2017, Trump and Kim were trading crude 
and at times personal insults via the global 
media. 

Moon’s work behind the scenes not only 
restrained but also reversed that sad, silly 
situation. He insisted on meeting with 
the North Korea delegation to the Winter 
Olympics held in February 2018 in Py- 
eongchang. South Korea. The group in¬ 
cluded Kim’s sister, an influential figure in 
the regime. 

Renewed intransigence by Pyongyang 
may continue, but at least is no longer to be 
assumed. Moon’s sustained efforts require 
discipline and courage, qualities demon¬ 
strated throughout his long career. 

During Moon’s youth, he was arrest¬ 


ed and imprisoned because of activism 
against the dictatorship of Park Chung- 
hee. Reflecting that experience, he de¬ 
cided to pursue a career as a human rights 
lawyer. He also served in the Republic of 
Korea army special forces, and saw action 
in the DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) along the 
38th Parallel. 

Moon was sworn in May 10, 2017, right 
after the voters’ ballots were counted fol¬ 
lowing a special presidential election. He 
received approximately 41 percent of the 
vote, short of a m^ority but 17 percent 
ahead of the nearest rival. From the very 
start, he has emphasized relations with 
North Korea. 

He took office in a time of tension and 
uncertainty on both sides of the 38th Par¬ 
allel, the border that divides Korea into 
north and south. South Korea had just ex¬ 
perienced the ordeal of impeachment and 
removal from office of a sitting president. 
Park Geun-hye. North Korea greeted the 
inauguration of Moon by launching a long- 
range missile four days later. 

Moon was chief of staff to President Roh 
Moo-hyun. He finished a close second to 
Park Geun-hye in the 2012 presidential 
election. 

Military ties between South Korea and 
the United States are of vital importance 
but also often overlooked. Collaboration is 
particularly close and long-term between 
the armies of our two nations. During the 
long Vietnam War, South Korea main¬ 
tained approximately 50,000 troops in 
South Vietnam. 

A large percentage of that total were 
combat troops. ROK army troops devel¬ 
oped a deserved reputation for effective¬ 


ness in that brutal, vexing war. South 
Korea at the time had no substantial eco¬ 
nomic investment in South Vietnam. 

The sole incentive was strong commit¬ 
ment to the United States, dating from the 
Korean War of 1950 to 1953. That war made 
the Cold War global, no longer focused only 
on divided Germany. 

President Harry Truman deserves 
great credit for immediately supporting 
the United Nations in the decision to re¬ 
sist with force the North Korea invasion 
of South Korea in late June 1950. The U.S. 
led the international effort to protect the 
South, and persevered even as American 
public support for administration policy 
waned as the war dragged on. 

Likewise, President Dwight D. Eisen¬ 
hower showed courage and effectiveness 
in achieving an armistice soon after taking 
office. He and his associates also initiated 
a comprehensive redevelopment effort in 
South Korea, which laid the foundation for 
current political democracy as well as eco¬ 
nomic strength. 

Today, media emphasize Moon’s declin¬ 
ing popularity and domestic controversies, 
but that indicates functioning democracy. 
Seoul has the moral high ground, and a 
vastly stronger economy than Pyongyang. 
North Korea’s rigidity masks weakness; 
UN. sanctions are taking a significant toll 
over the long term, affecting everyone. 

Moon pursues a steady, responsible 
course. His numerous critics have yet 
to propose a persuasive alternative 
approach. 

Arthur I. Cyr is Clausen Distinguished Professor 
at Carthage College and author of “After the Cold 
War.” 


Scary that self-anointed censors can end a book tour 


By Kathleen Parker 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
f you’re thinking of writing a novel, 
be sure to write only about your own 
race and culture. Or else. 

The recent controversy over 
“American Dirt,” a book that was first 
widely acclaimed — before its author be¬ 
came the target of violent threats — re¬ 
minds us yet again that freedom is fragile 
and that democratic ideals of tolerance and 
fairness dangle by a thread. 

Author Jeanine Cummins doubtless 
thought she was acting nobly when she 
spent five years researching the immi¬ 
grant border crisis — traveling to Mexico, 
interviewing immigrants, volunteering at 
a soup kitchen that serves migrants, and 
visiting orphanages. 

But thanks perhaps to the overindul¬ 
gence of her publisher (Flatiron) — Cum¬ 
mins reportedly received a seven-figure 
advance — and a high-profile rollout, Cum¬ 
mins earned the contempt of critics who 
considered her unworthy of her topic, not 
because the book wasn’t quite good enough 
(as some critics have noted) but because 
she wasn’t sufficiently Latina. Poor Cum¬ 
mins had only one Latina grandmother. 
And, get this: Her Irish husband, once an 
illegal immigrant, wasn’t quite underdog- 
gish enough. (Never mind that many Irish 
immigrants came to America as inden¬ 
tured servants, or that it was common for 
signs on stores and restaurants and for job 
listings to say: “No Irish.” Or “No Irish 
Need Apply.”) 

Once Cummins’ genetic shortcomings 
caught the attention of social media’s lite¬ 
rati, it was off to the bonfires. Not only was 
she condemned, prompting her to cancel 
her book tour in fear for her safety, but a 
petition was circulated asking Oprah Win¬ 
frey to remove Cummins’ novel from her 



“American Dirt” author Jeanine Cummins. 


book-club list. 

Regardless of the author’s relative value 
to the genre of fiction, it should be obvi¬ 
ous that one’s DNA does not predict liter¬ 
ary talent, insight or even wisdom born of 
experience. 

How dare William Styron write “So¬ 
phie’s Choice” when he was neither Jewish, 
a woman nor a Holocaust survivor. A list 
of authors who have written great books 
without meeting today’s ancestry require¬ 
ments would fill, well, a library. 

Critics have to say something, of course 
— and, apparently, there’s plenty enough 
to say about “American Dirt” without re¬ 
quiring the author to expectorate into a 
test-tube. Even Cummins seemed to fore¬ 
shadow what would come her way when 
she wrote in her own afterword, “I wished 
someone slightly browner than me would 
write it.” Had I been her editor. I’d have 
questioned her grammar — “browner than 
I” — but not her right to pursue a topic of 
her choosing. 


This is what the threats essentially 
aimed to do — censor Cummins based on 
her genetic background. Merely reading 
the preceding sentence should send chills 
up one’s spine. And seeking to silence or 
shame her with threats of violence is a 
scene from some other dystopian novel 
about a country or time not our own. 

Any columnist worth her salt has been 
the target of hatred countless times, though 
it’s become more frequent in recent years. 
It’s much harder to sustain vitriol through 
the laborious process of a handwritten let¬ 
ter than it is to vent one’s spleen with a few 
characters that can be read by millions in 
a nanosecond. 

A high-tech mob can be marshalled in 
moments and next thing you know: A book 
tour is canceled; a cartoonist goes into hid¬ 
ing; an artist decides no painting is worth 
his life. Such conditions put not only free¬ 
dom at risk but also the creative impera¬ 
tive. Provocative art and literature are 
doomed in a censorious society, which is 
why, until now, we’ve tolerated the worst 
examples of human creativity in order to 
protect the best. 

The trend of punishing certain folks for 
expressing unpopular thoughts—or for not 
meeting standards set by a given special- 
interest group — has been gaining traction 
for decades. And I should know. I’ve aban¬ 
doned certain issues to avoid the wrath of 
sensitivity monitors, who are doing their 
best to eliminate humor. 

This isn’t to say all things should be said 
or printed — and I am thankful to my edi¬ 
tors (most of the time). But wariness isn’t 
enough against threats of violence. All 
thinking people should rail against the 
bullying of self-anointed censors whose 
methods have no place in a free, demo¬ 
cratic society. I may not read it, but I plan 
to buy Cummins’ book in solidarity. It’s a 
small, revolutionary act, but it seems the 
least one should do. 
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SCOREBOARD/GOLF 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College baseball 


Sunday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Barry 7, Ga. Southwestern 3 
Brescia 4-6, Bethel (Tenn.) 2-5 
Carson-Newman 18, Limestone 17 
Catawba 12, Saint Leo 3 
Coker 16, Chowan 1 
Columbus St. 9, Barton 1 
Concord 12, Wingate 11 
Edward Waters 11, Bluefield 1 
Florida Southern 15, West Florida 6 
King (Tenn.) 13, Anderson (S.C.) 7 
LSU Shreveport 10, Kansas Wesleyan 2 
Lynn 16, Tusculum 13 
Montevallo 16, Ohio Valley 3 
Mount Olive 8, Queens (NC) 5 
North Georgia 16, Auburn-Montgom- 
ery 3 

Palm Beach Atlantic 6, North Green¬ 
ville 5 

Reinhardt 7-7, Lindsey Wilson 4-8 
Rollins 3, Spring Flill 0 
St. Thomas (Fla) 4, Nova Southeastern 
3 

Shorter 6, Miles 2 
S.C. Aiken 20, Lincoln Memorial 5 
SW Baptist 7, Christian Brothers 1 
Tenn. Wesleyan 16-11, St. Xavier 6-2 
Union (Ky.) 12, Alice Lloyd 2 
UNC Pembroke 10, Shepherd 3 
Claflin6, Virginia St. 4 
Lindenwood (Mo.) 12, Florida Tech 0 
Virginia-Wise 7, Paine 4 
West Alabama 13, Emmanuel (Ga.) 3 
Lenoir-Rhyne 9, Mars Hill 4 
Eckerd 11, West Georgia 1 
Delta St. 8, East Central 6 
Lee 15, Urbana 7 
Harding 5, Mississippi Coll. 2 
S. Wesleyan 8, Francis Marion 1 
Georgia College 11, Tampa 3 
Stillman 4, Voorhees 1 
Warner 18, Montreat 10 
Mobile 7-19, Midway 6-3 
Ohio Christian 12, St. Andrews 7 
Milligan 4, Truett-McConnell 3 
Thomas (Ga.) 8, Faulkner 1 
Lane 8-16, Tougaloo 3-5 
MIDWEST 

McPherson 17-8, Missouri Valley 7-5 
Fort Hays St. 5, Metro St. 3 

SOUTHWEST 

Angelo St. 10, E. New Mexico 0 
Ark.-Fort Smith 13, Texas A&M Inter¬ 
national 2 

Flagler 10, Arkansas Tech 7 
NW Missouri 16, SE Oklahoma 5 
NW Oklahoma 13, Pittsburg St. 10, 10 
innings 

St. Edward’s 9, Lubbock Christian 2 
St. Mary’s (Texas) 12, Cameron 2 
Science & Arts (Okla.) at Wiley, ppd. 
SW Oklahoma 13, Missouri Southern 0 
Texas A&M-Kingsville 13, Oklahoma 


College basketball ■ Golf 


sin 2 

Texas-Tyler 9, Tarleton St. 1 
Emporia St. 9, Henderson St. 3 
Sul Ross St. 11, Dallas 9 
Cent. Missouri 5, Colorado Mines 4, 10 
innings 

S. Arkansas 8, Colorado Christian 6 
Millersville 8, Ark.-Monticello 3 
Mary 11, Okla. Panhandle St. 4 
Newman 12, Rogers St. 3 
Loyola (NO) 13, St. Thomas (Texas) 0 
Oklahoma City 23-8, York (Neb.) 8-3 
Clarke 11, Bacone 7 
McPherson (Kan.) 17-8, Missouri Val¬ 
ley 7-5 

WEST 

Concordia (Cal) 7, CS Dominguez Hills 

UC San Diego 14, Concordia (Ore.) 3 
Washburn 4, CS San Bernardino 2 
Dixie St. 7, CS San Marcos 0 
CS East Bay 10, Menlo 1 


Pro baseball 


Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Brandeis 87, Carnegie Mellon 68 
Canisius 66, Marist 65 
Case Western 85, City Colllege (NY) 
7 

Duquesne 71, La Salle 69 
Emory 80, WUSL 67 
Georgetown 73, St. John’s 72 
Hamilton 78, Wesleyan (Conn.) 67 
Manhattan 72, Iona 49 
Monmouth (NJ) 90, Rider 84 
Niagara 75, Quinnipiac 59 
Pittsburgh 62, Miami 57 
St. Peter’s 85, Siena 80 
SOUTH 

Birmingham Southern 71, Sewanee 67 
Centenary 71, Trinity (Texas) 65 
Centre 82, Millsaps 70 
Hendrix 78, Berry 73, OT 
Huntingdon 86, Berea 75 
Oglethorpe 83, Rhodes 65 
MIDWEST 

Green Bay 92, Wright St. 89 
Iowa 72, Illinois 65 
N. Kentucky 65, Milwaukee 56 
Rochester 64, Chicago 59 
South Dakota 81, Omaha 80 
SOUTHWEST 

St. Thomas (Texas) 92, Schreiner 82 

FAR WEST 

Hawaii 80, CS Northridge 75 
UCLA 73, Utah 57 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Boston College 67, Wake Forest 54 
Coll, of Charleston 63, Hofstra 60 
Dayton 59, Saint Joseph’s 44 
Delaware 69, Towson 62 
Drexel 70, James Madison 48 
Northeastern 63, UNC-Wilmington 61 
Northwestern 82, Penn St. 59 
Saint Louis 59, George Washington 45 
Seton Hall 65, Villanova 63 
St. John’s 74, Georgetown 68 
West Virginia 79, Iowa St. 71 
SOUTH 

Alabama 57, Mississippi 56 
Auburn 70, Vanderbilt 62 
Duquesne 79, VCU 76 
Florida 70, Kentucky 62 
LSU 59, Texas A&M 58 
NC State 63, Duke 60 
North Carolina 86, Clemson 72 
Notre Dame 59, Georgia Tech 51 
Richmond 63, St. Bonaventure 59 
South Carolina 69, Tennessee 48 
UMass 70, Davidson 62 
Virginia 57, Syracuse 41 
Virginia Tech 69, Miami 45 
MIDWEST 

Arkansas 85, Missouri 81 
Cincinnati 60, South Florida 55 
DePaul 93, Providence 71 
Drake 80, Loyola of Chicago 52 
Marquette 52, Creighton 50 
Michigan 78, Iowa 63 
Minnesota 73, Rutgers 71 
Missouri St. 87, Illinois St. 74 
N. Iowa 77, Valparaiso 70 
Ohio St. 80, Nebraska 74 
Oklahoma 94, Kansas 82 
S. Illinois 64, Bradley 50 
Wisconsin 73, Illinois 64 
FAR WEST 

Arizona 73, Southern Cal 57 
California 81, Washington 74 
South Dakota 92, Denver 60 
Stanford 71, Washington St. 49 
UCLA 70, Arizona St. 61 


Phoenix Open 


AP sportlight 


MLB calendar 

Feb. 4-6 — Owners meetings, Orlando, 
Florida. 

Feb. 4-21 — Salary arbitration hear¬ 
ings, Phoenix. 

Feb. 11 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 

Feb. 16 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players. 

Feb. 21 — Mandatory reporting date. 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
National League 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Desig¬ 
nated RHP Trevor Kelley for assignment. 
Claimed RHP Reggie McClain off waivers 
from Seattle. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Assigned D Kyle 
Capobianco to Tucson (AHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Recalled F 
Phillip Di Giuseppe from Hartford (AHL). 


Sunday 

At TPC Scottsdale 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Purse; $7.3 million 
Yardage: 7,261; Par: 71 
Final 

x-Simpson won on first playoff hole 

x-W. Simpson, $1,314,000 71-63-64-69-267 -17 
Tony Finau, $795,700 69-66-62-70-267 -17 

Nate Lashley, $386,900 66-67-69-68-270 -14 
J. Thomas, $386,900 68-68-69-65-270 -14 

B. Watson, $386,900 69-66-69-66-270 -14 

Max Homa, $255,500 72-67-64-68-271 -13 

Scott Piercy, $255,500 67-65-68-71-271 -13 
Adam Long, $228,125 66-68-66-72-272 -12 

Daniel Berger, $170,768 69-71-66-67-273 -11 
B. Grace, $170,768 67-67-70-69-273 -11 

Billy Horschel, $170,768 63-68-73-69-273 -11 
M. Hubbard, $170,768 69-68-64-72-273 -11 
Jon Rahm, $170,768 67-68-68-70-273 -11 

B. Hun An, $170,768 65-66-70-72-273 -11 

H. Swafford, $170,768 66-67-66-74-273 -11 
Harris English, $97,212 65-72-68-69-274 -10 
Brandon Hagy, $97,212 67-69-69-69-274 -10 
Matt Kuchar, $97,212 68-70-67-69-274 -10 

H. Matsuyama, $97,212 67-74-65-68-274 -10 
Keith Mitchell, $97,212 68-67-70-69-274 -10 
P. Rodgers, $97,212 67-69-70-68-274 -10 

J.B. Holmes, $97,212 64-65-70-75-274 -10 

Russell Knox, $97,212 71-67-67-69-274 -10 

X. Schauffele, $97,212 67-67-66-74-274 -10 
Bud Cauley, $52,601 65-72-70-68-275 -9 

James Hahn, $52,601 69-67-69-70-275 -9 

Harry Higgs, $52,601 70-68-68-69-275 -9 

Danny Lee, $52,601 68-69-69-69-275 -9 

Carlos Ortiz, $52,601 71-69-67-68-275 -9 

Tom Hoge, $52,601 65-71-67-72-275 -9 

Luke List, $52,601 70-69-64-72-275 -9 

C. Morikawa, $52,601 69-67-68-71-275 -9 

Xinjun Zhang, $52,601 69-72-68-66-275 -9 
W. Clark, $39,785 61-69-74-72-276 -8 

Sungjae Im, $39,785 66-72-68-70-276 -8 

Doc Redman, $39,785 69-67-71-69-276 -8 

Rickie Fowler, $34,675 74-65-69-69-277 -7 
J.T. Poston, $34,675 70-68-71-68-277 -7 

Kevin Tway, $34,675 72-67-68-70-277 -7 

A. Baddeley, $28,835 68-70-72-68-278 -6 

Adam Hadwin, $28,835 69-67-72-70-278 -6 
C. Hoffman, $28,835 71-70-67-70-278 -6 

John Huh, $28,835 71-66-66-75-278 -6 

G. Woodland, $28,835 70-67-69-72-278 -6 

Corey Conners, $23,725 71-69-71-68-279 -5 

A. Landry, $23,725 69-72-69-69-279 -5 

Sebastian Muir, $20,951 70-71-69-70-280 

J. J. Spaun, $20,951 70-71-68-71-280 

K. Bradley, $18,810 67-70-71-73-281 -3 

Brian Harman, $18,810 71-68-67-75-281 -3 
Nick Taylor, $18,810 70-70-71-70-281 -3 

B. DeChambeau, $17,593 70-69-70-73-282 -2 

Brice Garnett, $17,593 72-67-72-71-282 -2 
Sung Kang, $17,593 67-72-69-74-282 -2 

K.J. Choi, $16,936 66-75-71-71-283 -1 

Martin Laird, $16,936 72-67-73-71-283 -1 

G. Murray, $16,936 70-68-73-72-283 -1 

Sam Ryder, $16,936 71-66-74-72-283 -1 

C. Hadley, $16,498 73-68-68-75-284 E 

D. McCarthy, $16,498 71-70-72-71-284 E 

Talor Gooch, $16,206 68-73-69-75-285 +1 

Patton Kizzire, $16,206 70-71-74-70-285 +1 
Dylan Frittelli, $15,841 71-70-72-74-287 +3 

C.T. Pan, $15,841 69-66-75-77-287 +3 

Jimmy Walker, $15,841 69-71-69-78-287 +3 
Beau Hossler, $15,549 68-72-77-72-289 +5 


Olympics 


Feb. 4 

1924 — The first Winter Olympics 
close in Chamonix, France. Sixteen coun¬ 
tries competed in 17 events from seven 
sports. 

1932 — The Winter Olympics open in 
Lake Placid, N.Y., the first Winter Games 
in the U.S. 

1957 — Joe McCarthy and Sam Craw¬ 
ford are elected to the Baseball Hall of 
Fame. 

1969 — The 24 major league owners 
unanimously select Bowie Kuhn as com¬ 
missioner for a one-year term at a salary 
of $100,000. 

1976 — U.S. District Court Judge John 
Oliver upholds the ruling of arbitrator 
Peter Seitz that declared Andy Messer- 
smith and Dave McNally free agents. 

1979 — Denver’s David Thompson 
scores 25 points to lead the West Confer¬ 
ence to a 134-129 victory over the East at 
the 1979 NBA All-Star Game in Detroit. 

1991 — Cooperstown slams shut its 
doors on Pete Rose when the Hall of 
Fame’s board of directors votes 12-0 to 
bar players on the permanently ineligi¬ 
ble list from consideration. 

1997 — Mario Lemieux scores his 
600th goal, an empty netter, to help the 
Pittsburgh Penguins to a 6-4 win against 
the Vancouver Canucks. 

2003 — Jaromir Jagr scores three 
goals, including his 500th, for his 11th 
career hat trick in Washington’s 5-1 vic¬ 
tory over Tampa Bay. 

2007 — Peyton Manning is 25-of-38 
for 247 yards and a touchdown, rallying 
Indianapolis to a 29-17 Super Bowl vic¬ 
tory over Chicago in the South Florida 
rain. Tony Dungy becomes the first black 
coach to win the championship, beating 
friend and protege Lovie Smith in a game 
that featured the first two black coaches 
in the Super Bowl. 

2012 — Lindsey Vonn captures her 50th 
World Cup victory, winning the downhill 
with temperatures plunging to minus 13 
on the demanding Kandahar course in 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany. 


CONCACAF Women’s Olympic 
Soccer Qualifying Glance 

FIRST ROUND 

Top two nations in each group advance 
GROUP A 

GP W D L GF GAPts 

x-United States 2 2 0 0 12 0 6 

x-Costa Rica 2 2 0 0 8 1 6 

Haiti 2 0 0 2 0 6 0 

Panama 2 0 0 2 1 14 0 

x-advanced to semifinals 
Tuesday, Jan. 28 
At Houston 

Costa Rica 6, Panama 1 
United States 4, Haiti 0 

Friday, Jan. 31 
At Houston 
Costa Rica 2, Haiti 0 
United States 8, Panama 0 
Monday, Feb. 3 
At Houston 
Panama vs. Haiti 
United States vs. Costa Rica 
GROUP B 

GP W D L GF GAPts 

x-Canada 2 2 0 0 20 0 

x-Mexico 2 2 0 0 7 0 

Jamaica 2 0 0 2 0 10 

St. Kitts-Nevis 2 0 0 2 0 17 

Wednesday, Jan. 29 
At Edinburg, Texas 
Canada 11, St. Kitts and Nevis 0 
Mexico 1, Jamaica 0 

Saturday, Feb. 1 
At Edinburg, Texas 
Mexico 6, St. Kitts and Nevis 0 
Canada 9, Jamaica 0 

Tuesday, Feb. 4 
At Edinburg, Texas 
Canada vs. Mexico 
Jamaica vs. St. Kitts and Nevis 
SEMIFINALS 
Winners qualify 
Friday, Feb. 7 
At Carson, Calif. 

Group B winner vs. Group A second 
place 

Group A winner vs. Group B second 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
Sunday, Feb. 9 
At Carson, Calif. 

Semifinal winners 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 

Webb Simpson pumps his fist after sinking the winning putt on 
the first playoff hole during the final round of the Phoenix Open on 
Sunday in Scottsdale, Ariz. 


Simpson rallies, tops 
friend Finan in playoff 


By John Nicholson 

Associated Press 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Webb 
Simpson was in big trouble when 
he drove into the right-side water 
on the par-5 15th. 

“I didn’t think it was over,” 
Simpson said. “But I thought, ‘I’m 
going to really have to do some¬ 
thing special to get back in it.’” 

He did—at friend Tony Finau’s 
expense Sunday in the Waste 
Management Phoenix Open on 
a TPC Scottsdale course that 
played tougher with firm greens 
and a touch of wind. 

Simpson birdied the final two 
holes of regulation to force a play¬ 
off with Finau, then won with a 
10-foot birdie putt on the first 
extra hole. 

Two strokes ahead with two 
holes left, Finau missed an 18- 
foot birdie try in the playoff on 
the par-4 18th after driving left 
into the church pew bunkers. 

Simpson two-putted from the 
fringe on the short par-4 17th and 
made a 17-footer from the edge 
of the green on the 18th. Finau, 
after hitting a 366-yard drive and 
an approach to 8 feet, missed a 
chance to win when his birdie try 
slid right. 

Simpson closed with a 2-under 
69 to match Finau at 17-under 
267, setting up the fourth playoff 
in five years in the desert.. 

“Today was a lot different. 
Today played tougher,” Simpson 
said. “I thought the pins were 
very tough, by far the toughest 
day of pins, course was longer, 
we had wind. We hadn’t had wind 
all week, so everything today was 
harder.” 

Finau shot 70. 

“I hit good putts,” Finau said. 
“The first one I hit really good, I 
thought I made it. ... Second one, 
similar line, a little bit farther, 
decided to play a little bit more 
break and it didn’t break.” 


Simpson won his sixth PGA 
Tour title and first since the 2018 
Players Championship. The 2012 
U.S. Open champion improved to 
2-5 in playoffs, three years after 
falling to Hideki Matsuyama in 
extra holes at TPC Scottsdale. 
Simpson also lost a playoff in No¬ 
vember in the RSM Classic. 

“I think getting frustrated after 
RSM led to being better prepared 
for today,” Simpson said. 

Simpson visited instructor 
Butch Harmon on Monday in Las 
Vegas. 

“I started the week off right, 
just getting a checkup from him,” 
Simpson said. “And two weeks of 
rest, I came in feeling ready to 
go.” 

Finau missed a chance for his 
second PGA Tour victory. He also 
lost a playoff to Xander Schauffele 
in November 2018 in China in the 
WGC-HSBC Champions. 

“I definitely didn’t give him the 
tournament,” Finau said. “Un¬ 
fortunately, it’s how the cookie 
crumbles. ... I love Webb. I think 
the camaraderie that I have with 
him as being one of my best 
friends out here, it would have 
been hard for either one of us to 
take this victory from each other. 
He got the upper hand this time, 
but I love that guy.” 

Simpson felt for Finau. 

“It’s hard. He is a great friend,” 
Simpson said. “Our wives are 
friends and he’s one of the best 
guys on tour. So it is a bit tough.” 

Fourth-ranked Justin Thomas 
tied for third at 14 under after 
a 65, birdieing the 16th in a jer¬ 
sey from Bryant’s days at Lower 
Merion High School. 

“It’s always a fun week here in 
Phoenix,“ Thomas said. “Some¬ 
how it gets crazier every year.“ 

Bubba Watson and Nate Lash¬ 
ley also finished at 14 under. Wat¬ 
son closed with a 66, and Lashley 
shot 68. 
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NBA/TENNIS 



Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo, left, drives past Phoenix Suns center Deandre Ayton. 
Antetokounmpo had 30 points and 19 rebounds in a 129-108 win Sunday in Milwaukee. 


NBA roundup 


Antetokounmpo, Bucks 
bounce back, top Suns 


Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — The Milwau¬ 
kee Bucks have lost 28 games 
since the start of last season. Only 
once did they follow one defeat 
with another. 

Giannis Antetokounmpo had 

30 points and 19 rebounds, and 
the Bucks rebounded yet again by 
beating the Phoenix Suns 129-108 
Sunday — two days after a loss to 
Denver. 

“A good response,” Bucks 
coach Mike Budenholzer said. 
“Not our best, but a steady, good 
response.” 

Antetokounmpo reached the 30 - 
point mark for the 26th time, and 
fellow All-Star Khris Middleton 
had 25 points, eight rebounds and 
six assists. Brook Lopez added 17 
points, and Milwaukee shot 49.5% 
and made 15 of 38 from three- 
point range. 

Devin Booker scored 32 points 
and spurred a third-quarter 
surge by Phoenix, and the deficit 
dropped to nine when DeAndre 
Ayton dropped a hook shot with 
3:51 left in the quarter. The Bucks 
responded with three straight 
three-pointers — including back- 
to-back from Donte DiVincenzo 
— to snuff out the rally. 

“It was a game until they hit 
those three threes in a row,“ 
Suns coach Monty Williams said. 
“I’m proud of the way the guys 
competed." 

Raptors 129, Bulls 102: Ter¬ 
ence Davis scored a career-high 

31 points and host Toronto tied a 
team record with its 11th straight 
win. 

The Raptors also won 11 
straight in January 2016, and 


again from Feb. 26 to Mar. 16, 
2018. 

Pascal Siakam added 17 points. 
Serge Ibaka had 16, Chris Bouch¬ 
er 15 and Kyle Lowry 14 for the 
reigning NBA champions. To¬ 
ronto outscored Chicago 69-39 in 
the second half to win their 12th 
consecutive meeting. 

Rockets 117, Pelicans 109: 
James Harden had 40 points and 
came an assist shy of a triple-dou¬ 
ble to lead host Houston to a win 
over New Orleans. 

Rookie sensation Zion Wil¬ 
liamson had 21 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds for the Pelicans, whose 
three-game winning streak was 
snapped. 

Harden, who added 10 re¬ 
bounds and nine assists, poured 
in 26 points in the first half and 
cooled down in the second half. 
But he still had his second straight 
game with 30 or more points after 
failing to score 30 in his previous 
four games as he worked through 
a shooting slump. 

Pistons 128, Nuggets 123 
(OT): Andre Drummond had 21 
points and 17 rebounds, and host 
Detroit rallied from an early 21- 
point deficit to beat Denver, snap¬ 
ping its five-game losing streak. 

Reggie Jackson added 20 points 
and Bruce Brown scored 19 for 
the Pistons. Drummond put De¬ 
troit ahead to stay with a dunk 
early in overtime, and Brown 
added a three-pointer that made 
it 116-112. 

Drummond fouled out with 
2:43 left, but the Pistons were 
able to hold on. Nikola Jokic had 
39 points, 11 assists and 10 re¬ 
bounds for the Nuggets. 


NBA scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Toronto 
Boston 
Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 
New York 


Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

36 14 .720 - 

33 15 .68; 


31 19 .620 5 

21 27 .438 14 

14 36 .280 22 

Southeast Division 
Miami 33 15 .688 - 

Orlando 21 28 .429 12'/2 

Washington 17 31 .354 16 

Charlotte 16 33 .327 17'/2 

Atlanta 13 37 .260 21 

Centrai Division 

Milwaukee 42 7 .857 - 

Indiana 31 18 .633 11 

Chicago 19 33 .365 24y2 

nofr-nif IQ ^C-3 OC 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

31 18 .633 - 


19 .612 1 

24 25 .490 7 

22 26 .458 8'/2 

30 .400 ll'/2 


l'/2 


... . 3'/2 

29 .408 17'/2 

31 .367 19'/2 

39 .220 27 


Houston 
Dallas 
Memphis 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 

Northwest Division 
Denver 34 16 .680 

Utah 32 17 .653 

Oklahoma City 30 20 .600 

Portland 23 27 .460 11 

Minnesota 15 33 .313 18 

Pacific Division 

L.A. Lakers 37 11 .771 - 

L.A. Clippers 34 15 .694 

Phoenix 
Sacramento 
Golden State 

Sunday’s games 

Detroit 128, Denver 123, OT 
Houston 117, New Orleans 109 
Milwaukee 129, Phoenix 108 
Toronto 129, Chicago 102 
Monday’s games 
Dallas at Indiana 
Golden State at Washington 
New York at Cleveland 
Orlando at Charlotte 
Boston at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at Miami 
Phoenix at Brooklyn 
Detroit at Memphis 
Minnesota at Sacramento 
San Antonio at L.A. Clippers 
Tuesday’s games 
Milwaukee at New Orleans 
Charlotte at Houston 
Portland at Denver 
San Antonio at L.A. Lakers 


Slam scoreboard: Djokovic 
gaining on Federer, Nadal 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia 
— As Novak Djokovic conducted 
yet another in a long string of in¬ 
terviews after earning his record 
eighth Australian Open cham¬ 
pionship, runner-up Dominic 
Thiem was sliding into the front 
passenger seat of a white tourna¬ 
ment courtesy van. 

It was past 1:30 a.m. local 
time, and Djokovic was toting 
his large silver winner’s cup ev¬ 
erywhere while explaining how 
he edged Thiem 6-4, 4-6, 2-6, 
6-3, 6-4 Sunday night for a 17th 
mqjor title. Thiem, meanwhile, 
had just emerged from the locker 
room, his media obligations long 
finished. 

It is an all-too-familiar scene 
nowadays when a Grand Slam 
tournament wraps up: a member 
of the Big Three holding court 
and holding the biggest trophy; 
a younger man leaving the scene 
to plenty of praise but not the tri¬ 
umph he wanted. And, increas¬ 
ingly, the guy with the hardware 
that’s the envy of all is Djokovic, 
more often than it is either of his 
rivals, Roger Federer and Rafael 
Nadal. 

Which, of course, is the point 
right now. Roger and Rafa need 
to watch out, because the guy 
whose nickname is Nole is gain¬ 
ing on them. Djokovic has won 
five of the past seven mqjor tour¬ 
naments, a run that dates to Wim¬ 
bledon in 2018. 

So as the tour departs from 
Australia, Federer leads the 
men’s list with 20 Slam trophies, 
one ahead of Nadal and, rather 
suddenly, just three more than 
Djokovic. 

“Obviously, at this stage of my 
career. Grand Slams are the ones 
I value the most. They are the 
ones I prioritize,” said Djokovic, 
who defeated Federer in the final 
at Wimbledon last year and the 
semifinals at the Australian Open 
this week. “Before the season 
starts, I try to set my form, shape, 
for these events, where I can be 
at my prime tennis, mental and 
physical abilities.” 

Everyone can decide on their 
own what should determine who 
the greatest in tennis history is. 
Or not — and just appreciate all 
three of these tremendously suc¬ 
cessful athletes. 

Consider this: Federer, Nadal 


DID YOU KNOW? 


Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal and 

Novak Djokovic have combined to 

win all of the past 13 Grand Slam 

men’s singles titles. 

SOURCE: Associated Press 

and Djokovic have won the last 13 
Grand Slam titles in a row. (Com¬ 
pare that with the women’s game, 
where 11 women have divvied up 
that many m^ors in that same 
span; the most recent first-time 
champ was 21-year-old American 
Sofia Kenin in Melbourne.) 

Take it back to 2003, and the 
Big Three accounts for 56 of the 
last 67, too. 

“These guys,” said Thiem, 
who’s now 0-3 in mqjor finals, 
all against Djokovic or Nadal, 
“brought tennis to a complete 
new level.” 

Djokovic mentioned another 
category in which he is approach¬ 
ing a mark held by Federer: 
most weeks at No. 1 in the ATP 
rankings. 

By winning the Australian 
Open, while 2019 runner-up 
Nadal bowed out to Thiem in the 
quarterfinals, Djokovic regained 
the top spot. Nadal slides down to 
No. 2, with Federer still No. 3, and 
Thiem up a place to No. 4. 

Federer holds the men’s record 
of 310 weeks atop the rankings, 
followed by Pete Sampras with 
286, and Djokovic at 275. 

“That’s the other big goal,” 
Djokovic said. “I put myself in 
this position that is really good 
at the moment. I’m super happy 
with the way I started the season. 
It kind of sets the tone for the rest 
of the year.” 

Consider that a warning. 

Djokovic is the youngest mem¬ 
ber of the trio, still just 32, while 
Nadal is 33, Federer 38. 

For all of their great success — 
no one has won the French Open 
more than Nadal, with 12; no one 
has won Wimbledon more than 
Federer, with eight; no one has 
won the Australian Open more 
than Djokovic — here’s one tidbit 
that’s fascinating: Each man has 
one m^or site where he has been 
limited to one title. 

For Nadal, it’s Melbourne Park. 
For Federer and Djokovic, it’s Ro¬ 
land Garros. 

Guess what the next stop is on 
the Grand Slam calendar? 



Dita Alangkara/AP 

Australian Open men’s champion Novak Djokovic of Serbia kisses 
his trophy, the Norman Brookes Challenge Cup, Monday. He has 
won a record eight Australian Open singles titles. 
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NHL 


Around the league 


Offense coming 
from everywhere 


Defensemen joining rush, scoring goals 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

Alain Nasreddine has watched New York 
Rangers defensemen go to the front of the 
net and hang out below the goal line. 

It wasn’t like this back in his playing 
days. 

Nasreddine scored one goal in 74 NHL 
games as a defenseman from 1998-2008. 
Now, the interim New Jersey Devils coach 
sees a league in which defensemen are ex¬ 
pected to score — and they are delivering. 

Goals are 

coming from ev¬ 
erywhere this 
season: lacrosse- 
style from Andrei 
Svechnikov and 
Filip Forsberg, a 
ton from the blue 
line and even 
one from Nash¬ 
ville goaltender 
Pekka Rinne. A 
total of 661 differ¬ 
ent players had 
scored at least 
once this sea¬ 
son entering the 
weekend, a testa¬ 
ment to balanced 
attacks around 
the league. 

“You want 
five-man of- 


I don’t think 
there’s a team 
that doesn’t 
try to get 
their D to join 
the rush. You 
can’t Just have 
your top two 
defensemen 
(be) offensive 
guys. You 
have to have 
everybody 
participate. ^ 

Rick Tocchet 

Coyotes coach 

dine said. “The 
way the game is played right now, you 
need a five-man offense with D-men join¬ 
ing, whether that’s off the rush or in the of¬ 


fensive zone.” 

Teams are averaging 6.12 goals per game 
so far this season, the second straight year 
that number has surpassed six and just the 
third time in the past 23 seasons. The top 
four goal scorers are all forwards 24 or 
younger; more impressively, 200 defense- 
men have combined to put up 727 goals. 

Washington’s John Carlson is on pace to 
be the NHL’s first 100-point defenseman 
since Brian Leetch in 1991-92. But he’s 
just the leader of the pack as the style of 
play in the league moves more and more 
toward getting defensemen involved in the 
offense. 

“Nowadays, everybody activates the 
D,” Arizona coach Rick Tocchet said. “I 
don’t think there’s a team that doesn’t try 
to get their D to join the rush. You can’t 
just have your top two defensemen (be) of¬ 
fensive guys. You have to have everybody 
participate.” 

Look no further than the Nashville Pred¬ 
ators for a prime example of that. Even 
after trading PK. Subban, Nashville’s blue 
line can still pile up the goals and has com¬ 
bined for 30 through 51 games. 

“Teams want their defensemen to jump 
up, want their defensemen in the play,” 
Predators defenseman Roman Josi said. 
“Every team has kind of that fourth guy in 
the rush all the time, and even in the 0- 
zone, teams are moving. I think that’s just 
kind of the way the game is now.” 

The game is trending that direction so 
much that Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour 
tells his team, “You score off the rush and 
you score on the power play.” 

Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
said odd-man rushes with defensemen are 



Ryan Remiorz, The Canadian Press/AP 


Capitals defenseman John Carlson, right, celebrates with goaitender Braden HoHby 
after defeating Montreal on Jan. 27. Carlson is on pace to be the NHL’s first 100- 
point defenseman since Brian Leetch in 1991-92. 



Kathy Willens/AP 


Nashvilie Predators defenseman Roman Josi shoots during the first period against the 
New Jersey Devils on Thursday in Newark, N.J. Josi’s 14 goals are one off the league 
lead among defensemen. 


“the best opportunities to score” and that, 
combined with the talent of young defen¬ 
semen like Dallas’ Miro Heiskanen, Colo¬ 
rado’s Cale Makar and Buffalo’s Rasmus 
Dahlin, has been responsible for much 
more offense from the back end. 

“You look at the young guys coming in: 
Heiskanen, Makar, some of these really 
young guys, and they come in and they’re 
contributing right away,” Slavin said. “I 
think some teams are driven by their de¬ 
fense, and when their defensemen are 
going, that’s when the team’s playing re¬ 
ally well. Some of those teams have those 
offensive defensemen that are expected to 
put up big numbers.” 

Josi, whose 14 goals sit one off the league 
lead among defensemen, is a perennial 
Norris Trophy contender in part because 
of how much emphasis he puts on defense. 
But he’s also the prototypical modern-day 
blue liner in that he can do it all. 

“You’re a defenseman and your prima¬ 
ry job is to defend well,” Josi said. “But if 
you’re on the power play, if you consider 
yourself a two-way defenseman, yeah, you 
want to produce offensively, too.” 

Nasreddine points out that teams like 
the Rangers — who lead the NHL in de¬ 
fensemen scoring — and the Capitals often 
let their defensemen go to the front of the 
net or even below the goal line. That used 


to be a no-no except for some of hockey’s 
best who could handle those responsibili¬ 
ties. Now it’s just part of what coaches ex¬ 
pect, and it’s changing who’s playing the 
position. 

“That’s why you’re seeing more mobile 
defensemen, skating defensemen, because 
most coaches want those defensemen to be 
involved in the offense,” Nasreddine said. 
“It’s been going for a while now, but you 
see it more and more.” 

Lightning striking 

Not long ago, the Tampa Bay Lightning 
sat outside a playoff position in the Eastern 
Conference. After winning the Presidents’ 
Trophy as the top regular-season team and 
getting swept out of the playoffs in the first 
round last season, it was fair to worry about 
the Lightning not putting as much value in 
the 82-game grind this time. 

Tampa Bay is 13-2-1 since just before 
Christmas and now trails Atlantic Divi¬ 
sion-leading Boston by just five points. 

“We don’t think about the future or think 
about the past,” Lightning goaltender An¬ 
drei Vasilevskiy said. “If you’re going to 
think about your future, you’ll miss your 
present so that’s our philosophy for right 
now.” 
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NHL/COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


NHL roundup 


Crosby, Penguins 
get the better of 
Ovechkin, Capitais 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Boston 

Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Florida 

Montreal 

Buffalo 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


Atlantic Division 
— ■ OT Pts GF GA 

-- 74 177 137 


53 31 
52 32 15 

52 28 17 

50 28 17 


69 188 145 
63 188 171 
61 183 167 
55 167 166 
53 150 161 
46 142 176 
28 111 204 


24 23 
52 23 22 

52 18 24 

53 12 37 . __ 

Metropoiitan Division 

Washington 53 35 13 5 75 193 158 

Pittsburgh 52 33 14 5 71 176 142 

Columbus 53 28 16 9 65 143 135 

N.Y. Islanders 50 29 15 6 64 146 136 

Carolina 52 30 19 3 63 166 139 

Philadelphia 52 28 17 7 63 167 157 

N.Y. Rangers 50 25 21 4 54 163 161 

New Jersey 51 18 24 9 45 137 185 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

53 31 14 8 70 168 150 


St. Louis 
Colorado 

Chicago 

Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Minnesota 


Calgary 
Arizona 
San Jose 
Anaheim 
Los Angeles 


50 28 16 6 

51 29 18 4 

52 25 21 6 

53 26 23 4 

51 24 20 7 

51 23 22 6 

Pacific Division 

53 30 18 5 

52 28 18 6 

54 27 20 7 

53 27 20 6 

54 26 21 7 

53 22 27 4 

52 21 26 5 


62 182 149 
62 134 129 
56 158 163 
56 158 164 
55 169 171 
52 157 172 

65 177 159 
62 170 162 
61 168 162 
60 146 163 
59 152 148 
48 136 177 
47 134 161 
43 131 167 


. ^ 53 19 29 

Note: Two points for _ ... 

for overtime loss. Top three teams ... 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Saturday’s games 
Buffalo 2, Columbus 1, OT 
Vancouver 4, N.Y. Islanders 3, OT 
Montreal 4, Florida 0 
Winnipeg 5, St. Louis 2 
Philadelphia 6, Colorado 3 
N.Y. Rangers 1, Detroit 0 
Dallas 3, New Jersey 2, OT 
Toronto 2, Ottawa 1, OT 
Vegas 3, Nashville 0 
Boston 6, Minnesota 1 
Chicago 3, Arizona 2, SO 
Edmonton 8, Calgary 3 
Tampa Bay 3, San Jose 0 
Anaheim 3, Los Angeles 1 
Sunday’s games 
Pittsburgh 4, Washington 3 
Columbus 4, Montreal 3 
Carolina 4, Vancouver 3, SO 
Monday’s games 
Dallas at N.Y. Rangers 
Florida at Toronto 
Philadelphia at Detroit 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Sidney 
Crosby got the better of Alex 
Ovechkin in their 50th regu¬ 
lar-season meeting and set the 
stage for more drama down the 
stretch. 

Crosby had an assist, Matt 
Murray made 29 saves and the 
Pittsburgh Penguins beat the 
Washington Capitals 4-3 Sunday 
in the bitter rivals’ first match¬ 
up this season. Pittsburgh crept 
within four points of Metropoli¬ 
tan Division-leading Washington 
with one extra game to play, and 
they’ll face off three more times 
over the next two months. 

“This is the kind of games we’re 
going to see from here on in with 
the intensity and emotion and 
playoff kind of mentality,” said 
Crosby, who now has 12 points 
in seven games since return¬ 
ing from a long injury absence. 
“There’s enough guys around 
that have played in these games 
for a long time, and for new guys 
it seems like they get a feel right 
away for the intensity and emo¬ 
tion of the game.” 

The Penguins are 2-0 out of 
their bye week and have won five 
of seven since Crosby came back. 
They’ve won 31 of the 50 Crosby 
versus Ovechkin games dating 
to their NHL debuts during the 
2005-06 season. 

Keeping Ovechkin in check 
was a big reason for this vic¬ 
tory. Ovechkin was held off the 
score sheet and remained at 37 
goals this season and 695 for his 
career. 

“He’s going to get his chances,” 
Crosby said. “He had some really 
good looks. He’s consistent, and he 
finds ways every game, whether 



Nick Wass/AP 


Washington Capitals defenseman John Carison, left, and Pittsburgh Penguins center Evgeni Maikin, 
right, collide aiong the boards during the Penguins 4-3 win Sunday in Washington. 


it’s in the usual spot where he gets 
it or it’s around the net. You’ve 
just got to try to limit them, and 
you need some saves, too, and we 
were able to get that.” 

Murray was solid, rewarding 
coach Mike Sullivan for the start 
over All-Star Tristan Jarry. One 
of his biggest stops came on a 
breakaway by Jakub Vrana in the 
second period with Pittsburgh 
leading 2-1, and Dominik Simon 
scored minutes later to double the 
lead. 

Murray also got a piece of a 
shot by Ovechkin late in the third 
period with the Penguins cling¬ 
ing to a lead. 

“It was Ovi who picked it up, 
and he made a nice move,” Mur¬ 
ray said. “He kind of held on to it 
instead of just shooting it. I just 
tried to get over there as fast as 
I could.” 


Pittsburgh made life difficult 
on rookie Washington goaltender 
Ilya Samsonov, who allowed goals 
to Sam Lafferty, Patric Hom- 
qvist, Simon and Brandon Tanev 
on 33 shots. 

In his first career start against 
the Penguins, Samsonov gave up 
one goal short side, one off his 
stick, one on a rebound and was 
victimized by a bad bounce late. 

Hurricanes 4, Canucks 3 (SO): 
Justin Williams scored the win¬ 
ning goal in a shootout to lift host 
Carolina over Vancouver. 

Williams wristed a shot inside 
the post to the right of Thatcher 
Demko, giving the Hurricanes a 
2-1 edge in the shootout. Carolina 
goalie James Reimer then used 
his left pad to stop Bo Horvat to 
clinch the win. 

It was Williams’ second shoot¬ 
out winner in four games since 


returning to the Hurricanes fol¬ 
lowing an extended offseason. 
Carolina, which is 3-1 since Wil¬ 
liams’ return, got goals in regu¬ 
lation from Nino Niederreiter, 
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svech- 
nikov as Reimer made 32 saves. 

Elias Pettersson scored twice, 
Tyler Myers added a goal and 
Oscar Fantenberg and J.T. Mill¬ 
er each had two assists for the 
Canucks, whose five-game win¬ 
ning streak was snapped. Demko 
made 29 saves. 

Blue Jackets 4, Canadiens 3: 

Pierre-Luc Dubois scored twice 
and added an assist to lift Colum¬ 
bus to a win at Montreal. 

Vladislav Gavrikov and Gustav 
Nyquist also scored as the Blue 
Jays swept the season series. Co¬ 
lumbus picked up at least a point 
in eight straight games. 



Charlie Neiberall/AP 


Iowa guard CJ Fredrick is fouled by Illinois guard Andres Feliz, right, 
during Iowa’s 72-65 win Sunday in Iowa City, Iowa. 


Garza leads No. 18 Iowa past No. 19 Illinois 


Associated Press 

IOWA CITY, Iowa — Luka 
Garza is 6-foot-ll and can hit 
three-pointers. 

That foiled Illinois’ defensive 
plan against the Iowa junior 
center. 

Garza, the Big Ten’s leading 
scorer, bounced back from a slow 
start to score 25 points and No. 18 
Iowa clamped down in the final 
four minutes to beat No. 19 Illi¬ 
nois 72-65 on Sunday. 

Garza, who added 10 rebounds 
for his 13th double-double of the 
season, didn’t have a point in the 
first 15 minutes. He wound up 
making four three-pointers on 
nine attempts, both career highs, 
and shot 9-for-16 overall. 


The plan for the Illini against 
Garza was to be physical. 

“Just hit him,” Illinois coach 
Brad Underwood said. “He’s 290 
pounds. Hit him on every shot.” 

But Garza figured during the 
pregame scouting that Illinois 7- 
foot center Kofi Cockburn would 
stay inside against him. Cock- 
burn, he felt, would be too strong 
for an all-day fight under the 
basket. 

“I can’t really battle with him 
every time down,” Garza said. 

So Garza, who came into the 
game with 22 three-pointers on 
59 attempts, stepped outside and 
hit some key shots. 

Garza’s first basket came with 
4:53 left in the first half He fol¬ 
lowed that with a three-pointer 81 


seconds later. 

“When he got going at the end 
of the first half, he got going be¬ 
cause he was getting offensive 
rebounds because we didn’t hit 
him,” Underwood said. 

Garza had 11 points in a 13-2 
run that erased an early eight- 
point lead from the Illini. 

“I thought we did a better 
job of getting (the ball) to him,” 
Iowa coach Fran McCaffery said. 
“They were sitting in there on top 
of him. They made a decision to 
limit his touches.” 

McCaffery didn’t mind Garza’s 
outside shots. 

“You know what? He can shoot 
18 if he wants, as far as I’m con¬ 
cerned,” McCaffery said. 
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Second Super Bowl 
collapse will haunt 
49ers' Shanahan 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Kansas City Chiefs running back Damien Williams pulls away from San Francisco 49ers’ Jimmie Ward on 
his way to a 38-yard run for the game’s final touchdown in a 31-20 win Sunday in the Super Bowl. 

Williams’ late TDs spark 49ers 



Mark Humphrey/AP 


Williams (26) scores the Chiefs’ go-ahead touchdown off a 5-yard 
reception with 2:44 to go. 


By Steven Wine 
Associated Press 

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — For 
Damien Williams, the trip to the 
Super Bowl end zone was espe¬ 
cially long. 

Undrafted out of college, he 
made the NFL as a special team¬ 
en Now, five years later, he was 
crossing the goal line while hold¬ 
ing the ball aloft, which made him 
look like the exclamation point he 
was to the game. 

Williams’ 38-yard touchdown 
run — his second score in the 
final 2:44 — punctuated the Kan¬ 
sas City Chiefs’ 31-20 comeback 
victory over the San Francisco 
49ers on Sunday night. 

“You dream of this moment,” 
Williams said. “It doesn’t feel 
real yet.” 

Williams finished with 104 
yards rushing on 17 carries, and 
added 29 yards on four recep¬ 
tions. The performance came in 
the stadium of the Miami Dol¬ 
phins, his team in his first four 
NFL seasons. 

Miami signed Williams as an 
undrafted free agent in 2014 and 
decided not to re-sign him after 
the 2017 season. 

No hard feelings, Williams 
said. 

“I still have a lot of relation¬ 
ships here,” he said. “They’re 
a great organization. You think 
about the Super Bowl, and for it 
to be where I started my career, it 
means a lot.” 

Still, Williams acknowledged 
playing the game with a chip on 
his shoulder, as always. 

“I entered the league undraft¬ 
ed,” he said. “I had to fight my 


way in. The Chiefs told me I had 
to work to make the team. Hear¬ 
ing the doubt, I bring a lot of at¬ 
titude to this game.” 

Williams joined the Chiefs in 
2018 and was a big factor in this 
year’s postseason run to the fran¬ 
chise’s first Super Bowl title since 
1970. 

He scored six touchdowns in 
three games, and helped Kansas 
City overcome a double-digit def¬ 
icit in each win. 

“He’s one of the hardest-work¬ 
ing guys in the business,” team¬ 
mate Travis Kelce said. “Doesn’t 
complain about a thing. He puts 
in the work, and when we hand 
him the ball, we know he’s get¬ 


ting it in the end zone like he did 
today.” 

Against the 49ers, Williams 
caught a 5-yard touchdown pass 
from Patrick Mahomes to put the 
Chiefs ahead 24-20 with 2:44 left. 

After the 49ers lost the ball on 
downs, Williams sealed the win. 
He took a handoff, veered to the 
outside and sprinted to the end 
zone untouched. 

He waved the ball at the crowd 
and then skipped toward his 
teammates. The 100-yard rushing 
effort was the fifth of his career, 
and second in postseason play. 

Afterward, Williams’ cap, T- 
shirt and smile said he was a 
Super Bowl champion. 


By Josh Dubow 
Associated Press 

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. 
— Kyle Shanahan will now have 
another Super Bowl collapse to 
answer questions about. 

After being peppered all week 
by reporters seeking to rehash 
that blown 28-3 lead to New 
England three years ago when 
Shanahan was offensive coordi¬ 
nator in Atlanta, Shanahan’s first 
trip to the Super Bowl as a head 
coach ended in another late-game 
meltdown. 

The 49ers became the third 
team in Super Bowl history to 
give up a 10-point lead in the sec¬ 
ond half when they blew a 20-10 
advantage and lost 31-20 to the 
Kansas City Chiefs on Sunday 
night. 

“Those guys are hurting in 
there, just like I am,” Shanahan 
said. “We all are (hurting) right 
now. It’s tough when you lose a 
Super Bowl, but I’m so unbeliev¬ 
ably proud of those guys, what 
they’ve done all year. I’ve been 
coaching a while and it’s as spe¬ 
cial a group as I’ve ever been 
around. It’s tough that it had to 
end today in the way it did.” 

In two trips to the Super Bowl, 
Shanahan’s teams have been out- 
scored 46-0 in the fourth quarter 
and overtime and he can only 
think about what went wrong to 
cost him two championships. 

Shanahan has now had seven 
drives as a play-caller in the 
fourth quarter of Super Bowls 
and his teams have four punts, 
two turnovers, one failed fourth 
down and only six first downs. 

“We just didn’t get it done when 
we got the ball,” Shanahan said. 
“Came up short on a just couple 
plays. ... We had our chance a lit¬ 
tle bit there at the end, and they 
made some good plays, and we 
just missed them.” 

The 49ers appeared to be firm¬ 
ly in control when they intercept¬ 
ed Patrick Mahomes for a second 
time with 11:57 to play and a 10- 
point lead. 

But then the coach known as 
perhaps one of the league’s most 
innovative play-callers couldn’t 
dial up the right plays to help the 
49ers seal the win. 

Jimmy Garoppolo completed a 
12-yard pass to George Kittle to 
give the Niners a first down with 
less than 11 minutes to play. But 
Raheem Mostert was stopped 
for 1 yard, Garoppolo threw an 
incompletion on second down 
and then was forced into a short 
scramble on third down following 
a false start on Joe Staley. 

That forced a punt and Ma¬ 
homes led an 83-yard drive that 
got the Chiefs right back into the 
game. 

“The turning point is we got a 
turnover and didn’t execute on of¬ 
fense,” Kittle said. “We gave the 



John Bazemore/AP 


In two trips as a play-caller 
at the Super Bowl, Kyle 
Shanahan’s teams have been 
outscored 46-0 in the fourth 
quarter. The 49ers coach 
was the Falcons’ offensive 
coordinator when they blew a 
28-3 lead to the New England 
Patriots three years ago. 

ball right back.” 

The Niners still had a chance 
to seal it with a productive drive 
on offense but a first down run 
followed by two incompletions, 
including one batted at the line by 
Chris Jones gave the Chiefs the 
ball back again. 

Mahomes led another TD drive 
to give the Chiefs a 24-20 edge, 
setting the stage for Garoppolo to 
lead a late-game comeback in the 
final 2:39. 

The Niners managed to move 
the ball across midfield following 
the two-minute warning before 
two straight incompletions. Em¬ 
manuel Sanders then broke open 
deep on third down but Garop¬ 
polo just overthrew him. 

“We missed some shots down- 
field, some plays we usually 
make,” Garoppolo said. “We just 
didn’t make some of the plays we 
normally make.” 

A fourth-down sack ended the 
chance for Shanahan to join his fa¬ 
ther, Mike, as the only father-son 
Super Bowl champion coaches. 

The Chiefs added a late TD and 
then Garoppolo’s desperation in¬ 
terception ended any comeback 
chance for the 49ers. 

“Pretty brutal,” Kittle said. “It’s 
not anything you can wrap your 
head around. I wish I had another 
half to play. We didn’t take advan¬ 
tage of our opportunities.” 
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San Francisco quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo (10), as he’s being sacked by the Chiefs on fourth down, attempts to get rid of the ball but was called in the grasp. 


Chiefs' defense stood tall when it mattered 


By Dave Skretta 
Associated Press 

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — The Kansas 
City Chiefs were staring at a double-digit 
deficit for the third time in three postsea¬ 
son games. 

This time with less than 15 minutes left 
against the San Francisco 49ers in the 
Super Bowl, when defensive end Frank 
Clark sauntered onto the field in Hard Rock 
Stadium and began to talk some trash. 

He had that much confidence in his 
team. He had that much confidence in his 
defense. 

“I went out there and told them, ‘You 
guys are going to go home like everybody 
else,’” Clark recalled. “I told George Kittle 
he was going home. I told Joe Staley he was 
going home. I told all of those guys, they 
were going home.” 

The Chiefs indeed sent them home with 
a stunning 31-20 defeat. 

Leading the way? A defense that was 
rebuilt from the ground up after its AFC 
championship game collapse a year ago, 
and that had struggled all night to pick up 
the sputtering Kansas City offense. 

The defense forced the 49ers into a pair 
of punts in the fourth quarter, giving Pat¬ 
rick Mahomes a chance to rally the Chiefs 
to their first title in 50 years, and the young 
quarterback came through with touch¬ 
down passes to Travis Kelce and Damien- 



Mark J. Tehrill/AP 


Kansas City Chiefs defensive end Frank 
Ciark celebrates after defeating the 
San Francisco 49ers in the Super Bowl 
Sunday in Miami Gardens, Fla. 

Williams to give his team the lead. 

“I knew we weren’t in the ideal situa¬ 
tion,” Mahomes said, “but I believed in my 
defense to get stops and they did.” 

The 49ers still had a chance after Wil¬ 
liams reached over the pylon with 2:44 left, 
and a video review upheld the touchdown 
call that gave Kansas City the lead. 

But after allowing a first down, a defense 
that carried a newfound sense of purpose 
— “swagger,” safety Tyrann Mathieu 
called it — made four consecutive plays 


when they needed it most. 

Jimmy Garoppolo threw three straight 
incompletions, then the 49ers quarterback 
was sacked by Frank Clark, the $105.5 mil¬ 
lion offseason acquisition. That gave the 
Chiefs the ball back, Williams got loose for 
a long touchdown run and Kendall Fuller 
picked off a desperation heave to put an ex¬ 
clamation point on the comeback. 

“There were great expectations coming 
into this season," Mathieu said, “but we 
knew we had the pieces in place. It was a 
great challenge defensively going into this 
game. I’m proud that we kind of shut them 
down.” 

Back in Kansas City, a fanbase that 
hadn’t celebrated a title since the Nixon 
administration was finally able to exhale. 

“I think those people are so happy, and 
obviously, we’re so grateful we were the 
group to kind of bring it back to those 
people,” Mathieu said. “Those people have 
been supporting us all year long. It’s kind 
of cool to end as a champion.” 

The Chiefs’ defense has been the bane 
of the organization for years — especially 
in the postseason. There was their memo¬ 
rable 38-31 divisional loss to the Colts after 
the 2003 season in which nobody punted 
in the game, and the 45-44 collapse in In¬ 
dianapolis in the wild-card round after the 
2013 season when the Chiefs blew a 31-10 
halftime lead and the pressure and ridi¬ 
cule mounted on coach Andy Reid that he 


would never win the big one. 

The most heartbreaking loss, though, 
was the one that spurred the Chiefs to 
make wholesale changes last offseason. 

They took the New England Patriots to 
overtime before losing the coin toss, and 
their defense failed to get Tom Brady and 
his bunch off the field. The Chiefs lost with¬ 
out giving Mahomes and the NFL’s best of¬ 
fense an opportunity with the ball. 

The famously loyal Reid decided to fire 
then-coordinator Bob Sutton and bring 
in Steve Spagnuolo, whose switch to a 4- 
3 scheme required new personnel across 
the board. The Chiefs traded for Clark and 
signed him to a big deal, added Mathieu in 
free agency, then added a supporting cast 
that gave Reid confidence they could hang 
with just about anyone. 

The first eight games were a struggle. 
The final eight games were a lesson in 
dominance. And that rebuilt defense that 
couldn’t get the Patriots off the field last 
postseason? It got the 49ers off the field 
when it mattered Sunday night. 

The Chiefs held Garoppolo to 219 yards 
passing with a touchdown and two in¬ 
terceptions. It held one of the NFL’s best 
ground attacks to 141 yards rushing. And 
it finally quit biting on trick plays and end- 
arounds that caused them fits the entire 
first half, playing the kind of defense down 
the stretch that Kansas City has sought for 
years. 



Matt York/AP 


San Francisco 49ers quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo, right, 
completed 17 of 20 passes for 183 yards and a touchdown in 
the first three quarters but was 3-for-ll for 26 yards with no 
touchdowns in the fourth quarter. 


Garoppolo came up short for 49ers 


By Josh Dubow 

Associated Press 

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla.—The 
stage was set for Jimmy Garoppo¬ 
lo to lead the type of Super Bowl¬ 
winning drive that he watched 
his mentor Tom Brady do in two 
previous title games. 

Even after blowing a 10-point 
fourth quarter lead to Patrick 
Mahomes and the high-powered 
Kansas City Chiefs, Garoppolo 
had the ball in his hands needing 
one successful drive to lead the 
San Francisco 49ers to their re- 
cord-tying sixth Super Bowl title. 

Instead, Garoppolo came up 
short and the Niners head into the 
offseason with disappointment 
after falling 31-20 to the Chiefs on 
Sunday night. 


“Those are the moments you 
dream of and everything,” Garop¬ 
polo said. “We got rolling on a 
right note and just couldn’t finish 
it off It is tough, but it has been a 
hell of a year with these guys.” 

After failing to move the ball on 
the first two drives of the fourth 
quarter, Garoppolo and the 49ers 
took over at their 15 with 2:39 to 
play and three timeouts. 

It’s the kind of spot any quarter¬ 
back wants to be in and the kind 
that Brady thrived in while lead¬ 
ing Super Bowl comebacks over 
Seattle (2015) and Atlanta (2017) 
with Garoppolo as his backup. 

But that late-game magic didn’t 
rub off on Garoppolo after he 
moved the team to the Kansas 
City 49 on the first play following 
the two-minute warning. 


He then threw incompletions 
on first and second down before 
missing on his biggest throw 
of the night. Emmanuel Sand¬ 
ers got loose behind the second¬ 
ary but Garoppolo’s deep throw 
was just out of his reach for an 
incompletion. 

“We missed some shots to¬ 
night," Garoppolo said. “Just 
some plays that we usually make. 
It was a tough one out there." 

Garoppolo was then sacked on 
fourth down, giving the ball back 
to Kansas City. He then threw 
an interception after Damien 
Williams added an insurance 
touchdown, capping off a rough 
fourth quarter that saw him go 3- 
for-11 for 36 yards in the final 15 
minutes. 
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Rallies: Chiefs 
come back from 
10-point deficit 

FROM BACK PAGE 

nearly didn’t have time for a 
comeback. 

Kansas City’s fans in the crowd 
of 62,417 at Hard Rock Stadium 
got little opportunity to chant and 
do the tomahawk chop as KC fell 
behind 20-10 in the third quarter. 
Mahomes even threw his second 
interception of the night after 
they fell behind. 

But the vaunted 49ers defense 
wilted late and Mahomes brought 
the magic that makes him so 
special. 

He completed passes of 44 
yards to Tyreek Hill and 38 to 
Sammy Watkins. The touchdowns 
came on short throws to Travis 
Kelce to cut the deficit to three 
and to Damien Williams for the 
lead. The first NFL title in Reid’s 
two-decade career was clinched 
by Williams’ 38-yard TD run, 
sending red-clad Chiefs fans into 
chants of “Andy! Andy!” 

Reid, 61, won a Super Bowl 
ring with the 1996 Packers while 
in charge of tight ends. He’s been 
seeking one as a head coach since 
being hired by Philadelphia in 
1999. The Eagles lost in their only 
trip to the big game under Reid 
after the 2004 season. 

“This is what it’s all about,” 
Reid said as confetti fell and the 
Chiefs celebrated the climax of 
the NFL’s 100th season. “What a 
great team, great coaches. Appre¬ 
ciate every bit of it.” 

Mahomes found Hill, whose 
bobble led to the second San 
Francisco pick, for 44 yards on 
a third-and-15 — the first long 
pass completed by Kansas City. A 
20-yard pass interference call on 
Tarvarius Moore, who had that 
earlier pick, put the ball at the 1 
and Kelce was wide open for the 
score. 

The Chiefs defense, confound¬ 
ed by the Niners’ misdirection 
much of the game, got stingy and 
forced a three-and-out. Mahomes 
soon hit Watkins down the right 
sideline behind Richard Sherman 
for a 38-yard gain, leading to Wil¬ 
liams’ first score. 

San Francisco (15-4) had noth¬ 
ing left in the fourth quarter, and 
its coach, Kyle Shanahan saw yet 
another late-game meltdown by 
his team. Three years ago, as of¬ 
fensive coordinator in Atlanta, he 
was part of the Falcons’ Super 
Bowl collapse and loss in over¬ 
time to New England. 

“We’ll lick our wounds and we’ll 
get over this,” Shanahan said. 

“It’s a beautiful trophy,” said 
Chiefs owner Clark Hunt—whose 
father, Lamar Hunt, coined the 
phrase Super Bowl — as he hoist¬ 
ed the Lombardi Trophy. “I’m so 
happy for our players, coaches 
and fans. And especially Andy 
Reid. Nobody deserves this tro¬ 
phy more than Andy Reid.” 

Shanahan came close to a ring 
once again, but down the stretch 
the Niners couldn’t slow the no¬ 
huddle attack at which Mahomes, 
Hill, Kelce, Williams and all the 
other Chiefs excel. 

“We have heart,” Mahomes 
said. “We never give up and those 



Chiefs 31, 49ers 20 

San Francisco 3 7 10 0—20 

Kansas City 7 3 0 21-31 

First Quarter 

SF-FG Gould 38, 7:57. 

KC—Mahomes 1 run (Butker kick), :31. 

Second Quarter 

KC-FG Butker 31, 9:32. 

SF—Juszczyk 15 pass from Garoppolo 
(Gould kick), 5:05. 

Third Quarter 

SF-FG Gould 42, 9:29. 

SF-Mostert 1 run (Gould kick), 2:35. 

Fourth Quarter 

KC—Kelce 1 pass from Mahomes (But¬ 
ker kick), 6:13. 

KC—D.Wiliiams 5 pass from Mahomes 
T (Butker kick), 

■ A-62,417. 

SF KC 

First downs 21 26 

Totai Net Yards 351 397 

Rushes-yards 22-141 29-129 

Passing 210 268 

Punt Returns 1-0 0-0 

Kickoff Returns 4-61 3-58 

Interceptions Ret. 2-10 2-1 

Comp-Att-Int 20-31-2 26-42-2 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-9 4-18 

Punts 2-43.0 2-50.0 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 3-0 

Penaities-Yards 5-45 4-24 

Time of Possession 26:47 33:13 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING—San Francisco, Mostert 12- 
58, Samuel 3-53, Coleman 5-28, Garop¬ 
polo 2-2. Kansas City, D.Wiliiams 17-104, 
Mahomes 9-29, Kelce 1-2, Thompson 1-0, 
Flardman l-(minus 6). 

PASSING—San Francisco, Garoppolo 
20-31-2-219. Kansas City, Mahomes 26- 
42-2-286. 

RECEIVING-San Francisco, Samuel 
5-39, Kittle 4-36, Juszczyk 3-39, Sanders 
3-38, Bourne 2-42, Wilson 1-20, Coleman 
1-3, Mostert 1-2. Kansas City, Hill 9-105, 
Kelce 6-43, Watkins 5-98, D.Wiliiams 4-29, 
Bell 1-9, Hardman 1-2. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 
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Top: Kansas City tight end Travis Kelce celebrates beating the San Francisco 49ers 31-20 on Sunday in 
Super Bowl 54. Above: Chiefs head coach Andy Reid gets a Gatorade bath after finally getting his first 
Super Bowl win as head coach since hired by the Philadelphia Eagles in 1999. The Eagles lost in their 
only trip to the big game under Reid after the 2004 season. 


guys around us, the leaders on 
the team, have that mindset that 
we never give up.” 

The fourth quarter fireworks 
by the Chiefs were along the lines 
of the expected offensive explo¬ 
sion. Earlier, there were some 
strong drives but not a lot of huge 
plays. 

The 49ers used up nearly six 
minutes on their opening drive, 
yet got only Robbie Gould’s 38- 
yard field goal. Kansas City took 
up 7:26 for its next march, includ¬ 
ing a fourth-and-1 run by Wil¬ 
liams on a direct snap to the 49ers 
1. All four Chiefs in the backfield 
spun around before the snap. 

Mahomes took it in to end the 
15-play series on a run option. 


The 7-3 deficit was the first for 
San Francisco since Game 15. It 
soon became 10-3 after Jimmy 
Garoppolo’s ill-advised lob 
under pressure was intercepted 
by Bashaud Breeland. Another 
fourth-down gamble paid off for 
KC, with Williams gaining 3 on 
a pitchout. But the Chiefs stalled 
and Harrison Butker kicked a 31- 
yard field goal. 

San Francisco needed a spark 
and, as it often has this season, the 
running game provided it. Goug¬ 
ing the Chiefs in the trenches, 
the 49ers gained 53 yards on five 
straight rushes before Garoppolo 
hit on a pair of passes. The sec¬ 
ond completion, over the middle 
to Kyle Juszczyk, saw the full¬ 


back look like anything but with a 
nifty open-field move past safety 
Daniel Sorensen — perhaps Kan¬ 
sas City’s best tackle. Juszczyk 
surged into the end zone for a 15- 
yard TD to tie it at 10. 

Once more, Garoppolo was bril¬ 
liant on a drive after being picked 
off He improved 39-for-42 for 
461 yards, three touchdowns and 
no interceptions with a 136.2 rat¬ 
ing on such series after the TD. 

Gould’s 42-yarder gave the 
Niners their first lead, capping 
the opening drive of the second 
half Again, their misdirection 
plays kept the Chiefs off-balance 
on defense. 

As Garoppolo did in the first 
half, Mahomes then threw into 


heavy coverage trying to hit Hill 
and was picked by Fred War¬ 
ner. It was the first interception 
of Mahomes in five postseason 
games. 

And it paid off with another 
efficient series for the Niners, 
keyed by a 26-yard completion to 
Kendrick Bourne on third down. 
Raheem Mostert, the star of the 
NFC title game, surged in from 
the 1 for a 20-10 edge. 

Hardly unfamiliar territory for 
Kansas City. 

“We have an ability as a team not 
just on offense, as team, to figure 
out what the other team is doing 
and put our foot in the ground 
and say enough is enough,” Kelce 
said. “It’s special.” 
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SUPER BOWL 


Hill’s speed makes 
difference for KC 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. 
— The question the San Fran¬ 
cisco defensive backs will spend 
the offseason asking themselves 
was probably the same one 
going through the mind of Pat¬ 
rick Mahomes in the split second 
that changed the Super Bowl on 
Sunday. 

How did Tyreek Hill get that 
open? 

Clogged up for more than three 
quarters by Richard Sherman 
and a Niners defense that didn’t 
give up big plays this season, 
Mahomes and the Chiefs finally 
found their opening. It was a 44- 
yard pass to Hill, the small-and- 
speedy wide receiver who got 
behind not one, not two, but three 
defenders on third-and-15 and 
with KC’s hopes looking bleak in 
the fourth quarter. 

That was the turning point in 
Kansas City’s 31-20 victory, the 
key to its 21-point fourth quar¬ 
ter and the trigger point in the 
Chiefs’ third straight comeback 
from a double-digit deficit in this 
year’s postseason. This final one, 
on a cool crisp night in South 
Florida, earned them the Lom¬ 
bardi Trophy. 

“Coach Reid told me ... to keep 
firing, keep believing in your eyes 
and go for it,” Mahomes said. 

Hard to imagine he could be¬ 
lieve his eyes when he saw Hill so 
wide-open. 

The 49ers came in having al¬ 
lowed only eight completions this 
season on passes thrown more 
than 20 yards downfield — the 
fewest of any team in the NFL in 
14 seasons. For nearly 53 minutes 
in this one, they were living up to 
the resume. 

Harassing Mahomes in the 
backfield, never letting him get 
free on the edges, let alone wind 
up for a big throw, the Niners 
were in total control. 

They forced two Mahomes 
picks — the first two of his young 
postseason career — and cel¬ 
ebrated each time by posing for 
fake photos in the end zone. They 
took a 20-10 lead that felt even 
bigger. 


“I knew we weren’t in the ideal 
situation,” Mahomes said. 

Trailing by 10 and with des¬ 
peration time nearing, Mahomes 
threw a pair of incompletions, 
including one that was initially 
ruled a catch by Hill but was 
overturned on review. That made 
it third-and-15 at the 35; one more 
stop by the Niners would’ve pret¬ 
ty much brought an end to the 
game. 

Mahomes took the snap and 
backpedaled 13 yards. He looked 
downfield, then to his left, and 
heaved his longest throw of the 
evening. 

“I think the offensive line gave 
me enough time to throw a really 
deep route, and I just put it out 
there and Tyreek made a really 
great play,” Mahomes said. 

Hill stopped in his tracks and 
cradled it in. Only then did three 
Niners — Emmanuel Moseley, 
K’Waun Williams and Fred War¬ 
ner — swarm back to tackle him 
at the 21. 

Given Hill’s nearly track-star 
speed, most of the focus this sea¬ 
son has been on containing him 
on the edges and not letting him 
catch the ball and take off But 
this was a different sort of long 
gain. 

“No, no, no, no, no,” Hill said, 
when asked if he was surprised to 
be that open. “You’re never sur¬ 
prised if you’re speedy. I was just 
able to use my speed, get up on 
the d-backs, get him to roll over 
and get open.” 

Four plays later, the Chiefs had 
cut the deficit to three. 

The San Francisco defense was 
stunned and never overcame it. 

There wasn’t much in the way 
of explanation in the Niners’ 
still-stunned postgame interview 
area. 

“I’m not sure exactly what hap¬ 
pened,” coach Kyle Shanahan 
said. “It looked like we were play¬ 
ing zone defense. It looked like 
he was allowed to hold the ball a 
pretty long while. And Tyreek got 
behind us on a corner route.“ 

Warner called it simply a mat¬ 
ter of Mahomes having “time 
to air it out and we didn’t have 
the guys back there to make the 
play.” 



Steve Luciano/AP 


Chiefs receiver Tyreek Hili, right, runs with the ball as San Francisco 
49ers defensive back Emmanuel Moseley defends during the first 
half of Super Bowl 54 on Sunday in Miami Gardens, Fla. 



David J. Phillip/AP 

Kansas CHy Chiefs’ Patrick Mahomes, left, and Tyrann Mathieu celebrate after defeating the San 
Francisco 49ers 31-20 in Sunday’s Super Bowl 54 in Miami Gardens, Fla. 


Mahomes gives MVP effort 


Chiefs QB delivers in 
4th quarter comeback 

By Dennis Waszak Jr. 

Associated Press 

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — 
Patrick Mahomes was struggling, 
and the Kansas City Chiefs were 
in huge trouble. 

Until the young quarterback 
coolly brushed aside three-plus 
quarters of frustration and came 
through in the clutch, that is. 

As he has already done so often 
in his young career. 

“It’s Magic Mahomes,” tight 
end Travis Kelce said with a huge 
grin. “It’s Showtime Mahomes. 
He’s going to be himself no mat¬ 
ter what the scenario. And, you 
know what? I love him. He willed 
this team back into the game.” 

Mahomes threw touchdown 
passes on consecutive fourth- 
quarter drives to lead Andy Reid’s 
Chiefs to a 31-20 comeback vic¬ 
tory and deliver the franchise its 
first Super Bowl title in 50 years. 

“We had this guy (Reid) right 
here to get us there,” Mahomes 
said. “And we found a way to get 
it in the end.” 

The 24-year-old Mahomes was 
selected the game’s MVP after 
bouncing back from being inter¬ 
cepted on two straight posses¬ 
sions as the Chiefs’ title hopes 
seemingly slipped away. 

“I was making a lot of mis¬ 
takes out there early,” Mahomes 
acknowledged. 

But trailing 20-10, Mahomes 
and the Chiefs suddenly got going 
— and didn’t stop until they stood 
in a confetti shower while passing 
around the Lombardi Trophy. 

And it was the late-game per¬ 
formance of Mahomes that got 
them where Len Dawson last de¬ 
livered the Chiefs in 1970. 

“It’s not all Patrick, and he’ll be 



Charlie Riedel/AP 


Kansas City’s Sammy Watkins 
hauls in a 38-yard reception 
during the fourth quarter of 
Super Bowl 54. 

the first to tell you that,“ Reid said, 
“but it’s a good place to start.” 

Mahomes capped a 10-play, 83- 
yard drive with a 1-yard touch¬ 
down toss to Kelce that made it 
20-17 with 6:13 remaining. 

There were already signs on 
that drive that Mahomes was on 
the verge of something special. 

On third-and-15 from the 
Chiefs 35, Mahomes found a 
wide-open Tyreek Hill 44 yards 
downfield for a first down that set 
up the score — the key play in the 
comeback. 

“We were in a bad situation,” 
Mahomes said. “Tyreek made a 
really great play.” 

On Kansas City’s next drive, 
Mahomes zipped the ball around 
— for 13 yards to Kelce and 3 to 
Hill, before tossing a perfectly 
placed rainbow pass to Sammy 
Watkins down the right sideline 
for 38 yards to get the ball to the 
49ers 10. 

Three plays later, Mahomes 
threw a 5-yard pass to Damien 
Williams, who reached over the 


DID YOU KNOW? 


The Chiefs’ Patrick Mahomes, 24, 
is the youngest player to be named 
The Associated Press NFL MVP 
and win a Super Bowl in his career. 
He’s also the youngest quarterback 
to be selected Super Bowl MVP. 
SOURCE; Associated Press 

goal line — and it stood after a 
video review—to put Kansas City 
up 24-20 with 2:44 remaining. 

Mahomes flexed both arms 
in front of him and shouted in 
celebration, letting loose three 
quarters of frustration, sensing a 
Super Bowl title. 

“We have heart,” Mahomes 
said. “That’s just from Day One. 
Coach pushes us to be the best 
people that we can be, and we 
never give up.” 

Mahomes finished 26-for-42 
for 286 yards and the two scores, 
and also had a 1-yard touchdown 
run against the 49ers. 

On Feb. 6, 2013, a 17-year-old 
Mahomes tweeted: “I bet it feels 
amazing to be the quarterback 
who says ’I’m going to Disney 
World’ after winning the Super 
Bowl.” 

Well, Mahomes is the youngest 
player to be named The Associ¬ 
ated Press NFL MVP and win 
a Super Bowl in his career. He’s 
also the youngest quarterback to 
be selected the Super Bowl MVP. 

It was exactly this type of mo¬ 
ment the Chiefs envisioned when 
they drafted Mahomes with the 
10th overall pick in 2017. 

The confetti. The Lombardi. 
The joyful tears. 

All with Mahomes leading the 
way. 

“This fan base has accepted me 
since Day One and they’ve sup¬ 
ported me to the maximum,” Ma¬ 
homes said. “To get that trophy 
back to Kansas City is amazing.” 
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SUPER BOWL LIV 


Super 

Chiefs 

Kansas City rallies to 
first title in 50 years 

By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — Patrick Ma- 
homes needed just the waning minutes 
of Super Bowl LIV to end a whole lot of 
frustration. 

A championship 50 years in the making 
for the Kansas City Chiefs. 

A two-decade wait for an NFL title for 
coach Andy Reid. 

All it took was falling behind by double 
digits in the postseason, again. Then Ma- 
homes found his 
mojo. The 24-year- 
old quarterback 
who was selected 
Super Bowl MVP, 
led the Chiefs to 21 
straight points in 
the final 6:13 for a 
31-20 victory Sun¬ 
day over the San 
Francisco 49ers. 

“We never lost 
faith,” Mahomes 
said. “That’s the 
biggest thing. Ev¬ 
erybody on this 
team, no one had 
their head down. 
We believed in each other. That’s what we 
preached all year long.” 

The Chiefs (15-4) trailed 24-0 and 17- 
7 in their previous playoff games, both 
in the first half In the big game, they 

SEE RALLIES ON PAGE 22 
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Chiefs running back Damien Williams 
celebrates his second-half touchdown 
against the 49ers during Super Bowl 
LIV on Sunday in Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Williams ran for 104 yards and scored 
twice in Kansas City’s 31-20 victory. 

Mark J. Terrill/AP 


We never 
lost faith. 
That’s the 
biggest 
thing. ... We 
believed in 
each other. ^ 

Patrick Mahomes 

Kansas City QB, 
Super Bowl MVP 
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